
 

Presenter:  Peter Walkowiak, Horticulturist 

Introduction:  

Graduated from U.C. Cal Poly, Pomona in 1985 with a degree in  
Ornamental Horticulture. Worked for some large nursery operations for  
the next 15 years as nursery, production and section manager. Started  
a landscape business that I operated for 12 years with the last 6 years  
focused on succulent landscapes. At this time, I joined the San Diego CSS and then the Palomar CSS and 
the CSSA and I also started propagating succulent plants from my collection. Ten years ago I switched from 
landscaping to my nursery, PW Plants, that specializes in South African Euphorbias and caudiciforms plants. 
     

I have been fascinated by plants my whole life, my interest in succulent plants really began in 
college. By the time I graduated I had well over 100 plants in my collection. The succulent bug started up 
again when my two sons reached mid-teenage years. This is when I discovered that there are cactus and 
succulent clubs when I heard there was a succulent plant show in Balboa Park, I joined the San Diego 
CSS on the spot. I joined the Palomar CSS and the CSSA in the following year. I am now a member of all 
the Southern Ca. CSS’s. I am past president of the Palomar CSS, the San Diego North County club and 
have served on the board of directors of the San Diego CSS and the CSSA. I was the Show Chair for San 
Diego’s two shows and Palomar’s one show and co-chair for the Intercity Show, the largest succulent show 
in the world. 

 
     My collection now numbers well over two thousand plants. About half are cacti with the 
remaining consisting of Euphorbias and caudiciforms. Some of the plants I have now owned for over 40 years. 
     

The talk I will be giving starts with soil, a good soil mix is the foundation of success in growing  
succulents well. I will be talking about the many do’s and don’ts when growing your succulents. This 
will be a hands-on demonstration starting with soil mix, transplanting and care of your succulent plants and 
will also be a Q & A program, so bring all your questions you have about growing your succulents.   

 

               ***   Peter will be bringing a nice selection of plants for purchase   ***       
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IN-PERSON MEETING:  THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 3RD, 7:00 P.M.  (Doors open 6:30 p.m.)          
REDEEMER LUTHERN CHURCH 

1084 West Bullard, Fresno  (Near NW Corner of Palm and Bullard) 

 

http://www.fresnocss.com/
http://cssainc.org/


        FROM THE PREZ: 

 

               Hi Members, 

      Winter Silent Auction 

To help celebrate the upcoming holiday season we are having a Winter 
Silent Auction. Taking place November 15-18. Members will be able to place bids 
on some fantastic items. The auction is completely online, giving everyone a chance 
to view and bid. The entire process is simple and fun! To make this auction 
work we need items and those items come from our membership. We’ve had 
some wonderful items in the past and would like to continue to be able to offer  

that to you. Anything can be donated from plants, cuttings, seeds, pots, rocks, books, holiday & garden decor, 
snacks gift cards and so much more! Look around the yard and see what plants could use a trimming or what 
extra items you have that you think would be a great addition to the auction.  

 We have several simple ways to donate. Bring your items to the in-person meeting on November 3rd, 
make sure you let me know if you drop items off. Next, you could send me photos and description of your 
items, then deliver your items on the pickup night which is our December 1st meeting. This is a great option 
for people who might also win items, pickup and drop off at the same time. Another option is using Amazon, 
go shopping online and have items shipped directly to me. If you’re not sure but would like to donate, the 
club could put monetary donations to good use by purchasing items for the auction. This a fun event and all 
funds go back to the club. We hope you can participate and donate. Closer to the event, you will receive 
instructions on how the bidding process works. 

Winter Party 

 Our Winter Party is back! We have planned a special dinner to take place the evening of our 
December meeting. Members and their families are welcome to join us for a BBQ tri-tip and chicken dinner, 
that includes rice pilaf, side salad with choice of dressing, rolls, a drink, and a slice of pie. A full delicious 
meal to enjoy! The meal comes with both tri-tip and chicken, then you get to pick which salad dressing, 
type of drink, and kind of pie. A personalized meal! Tickets to purchase a meal are $10 per person. You can 
purchase and place your order at the next meeting or by calling Rosanna (559) 999-0017 or Karen (559) 
304-9219. Orders over the phone must be paid at the Winter Party, no shows will still need to pay and no 
refunds. All meals will be prepared by a licensed local caterer and individually packaged at the meeting. You 
are welcome to sit and enjoy your meal with other members or take your meal with you. Whatever you’re 
comfortable with. To continue to spread some holiday cheer and give back to our members, a special little 
gift will be given out to club members who come to the party. 

 We have a lot planned for the last few couple months of the year. Hope everyone can make it to the 
next meeting. Our speaker, Peter Walkowiak has a great Q & A program planned where he will be going 
over soil mixes, Do’s and Don’ts of growing, and hands-on demonstrations. Peter is an excellent grower and 
specializes in Euphorbias, which he will be bringing for sale and much more.   

See you there!  Thank you, 

Robert 
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         NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS  

  Bonnie Lind (4th); 
  Karen Willoughby (7th); 
  Nancy Jobin (13th);  
  Sue Haffner (14th); 
 Dan Gale (17th). 
 Cindy Duwe (20th); 
 Rachel Ortiz (21st); 

               Joe Nishimoto, Gabriel Pena (24th) 
 
*** 

New Member: Rosalinda Hernandez 
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VOICES: I would like to have some new voices in the 
newsletter. I think everyone would appreciate hearing 
from other members. Why not dash off a brief article 
on your favorite succulent, say, or how you got 
interested in cacti and succulents, or some other 
related subject. If you have any questions, just 
email me:   sueh@mail.fresnostate.edu .  
         *** 
Interesting website:   https://www.desert.com   has 
articles and a forum regarding all things relating to 
U.S. deserts.                     *** 

I’ll be bringing more books to give away this month. 
                                                                         Sue 

 

 

THOSE CACTUS NAMES  

Elton Roberts has a comment about the changing names for cacti: “A number of years ago someone 
decided that Islayas are nothing but Neoporterias, and there they lived until someone else who wanted 
their name in print came along and decided they are nothing but Eriosyce. Each time they were moved there 
were fewer names. Now there are only a couple left, if you can find them in the confusion of today’s books. I 
expect that very soon someone is going to discover that all cactus are just cactus, and we will have made 
life made so much easier with just one name for the plants. That will probably be Cactus cactus. That way 
you would never be wrong in naming your plants. If you wanted to order plants through a catalog you 
would never get the plant you wanted, but a least you will get a cactus.”  Sue 

 

TEQUILA AND MEZCAL 
  

It’s the rare drinker who doesn’t know tequila, a potent spirit distilled from the blue agave and 
made in and around the Mexican town of Tequila. Tequila must be at least 51% blue agave; the most 
common 49% ingredient is sugarcane, but other raw products may be used. 

Most imbibers are less familiar with smoky, peppery mezcal. Like tequila, mezcal is produced from 
agave, any one of several species. And while tequila must be produced from plants grown only in a 
specific area, mezcal can be made anywhere in Mexico. 

Mezcal’s distinction that most people remember? It’s the small worm at the bottom of the bottle, 
which is said to endow strength to the lucky person who swallows it. Scorpion Mezcal features a scorpion 
floating in the bottle. A word of caution: as macho as you may be with chiles, don’t eat the scorpion!  

(From: Chile pepper magazine, July 2009)  Sue 

  

 

 
 

 

 

Club Access: President, Robert Scott, (559) 960-3665, rob_scott85@yahoo.com ; Vice-President, Rosanna Rojas, 

rfrojas96@gmail.com ; Treasurer, Michele Roberts, (559) 645-5257, robertshowse@comcast.net ; Secretary, 

Karen Willoughby, pkatwillobee@gmail.com; Editor/Sunshine, Sue Haffner, (559) 292-5624, 

sueh@mail.fresnostate.edu ; Publisher, Mary Ann Villegas,  maryann@maracast.com; Webmaster, Vickie Veen, 

vickieveen@gmail.com;  Refreshments, Nancy Jobin 

mailto:sueh@mail.fresnostate.edu
https://www.desert.com/
mailto:rob_scott85@yahoo.com
mailto:rfrojas96@gmail.com
mailto:robertshowse@comcast.net
mailto:pkatwillobee@gmail.com
mailto:sueh@mail.fresnostate.edu
mailto:maryann@maracast.com
mailto:vickieveen@gmail.com


 
OCTOBER BRAG TABLE: We had an amazing group of specimen plants on the Brag Table last month--brag-
worthy, indeed. The number and quality sure made a job for the moderator, Fred Gaumer. Besides Fred, those 
showing plants were Dan Gale, Bill Gale, Mark Muradian, Eddie Etheridge and Jess Hull. Thanks to all of them 
for contributing to the meeting.  Sue 
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    Photos by 

        Karen Willoughby 



 

Blooming Out of Season 

                                  by Elton Roberts 
 

I got my first Ariocarpus around 50 years ago. I am sure it was an Ariocarpus fissuratus as they were easy 
to get for people were going to Texas and digging them about any place, they found them even in Big Bend 
National Park. Some people were also going to Mexico and bringing back pickup loads of the plants. I was at one 
nursery, I think it was in Arizona, many years ago and there were A. fissuratus in a bin that was about 5 feet 
wide, and the plants were about 3 feet deep. They looked like they were dumped from a tractor front end loader 
or skip loader. Not only was there a bin of A. fissuratus but there were bins of all kinds of cactus plants. If I had 
to guess the number of plants in the one bin of Ariocarpus fissuratus, I would have to figure there was at least 
five hundred to a thousand. Some of the bins were full and overflowing with plants and other bins were like the 
one with the A. fissuratus in it; only part full. There were hundreds of bins. I did not buy a single plant that I 
remember for you had to buy a whole lot as it was wholesale, they were quite cheap per plant, but you had to 
buy a lot of each plant. I told a guy that like me liked growing cactus and he went down to the nursery and got 
plants. He called me up and when I got to his place, he had two burlap bags each half full of Mammillaria candida. 
I helped him pot all those plants. At the time he had a larger hothouse than I had. He worked in construction 
and so was hardly home except late in the evening and on Sunday. One day I stopped by, and his wife said I 
could go look around in the hothouse. All the plants needed a watering and really bad, some were about dead. 
I took pity on the plants and watered all of them. I stopped in again in about another year and looked at the 
plants. I had to leave, for just about every plant in the hothouse was dead. That included all the Mammillaria 
candida. 

 
Anyone that grows Ariocarpus knows that they can expect to see flowers from about mid-September to  

maybe mid-December. Most books that I have paid any attention to point out that the plants bloom in the fall. 
Like Andersons book The Cactus Family, says on page 109; "All six species of Ariocarpus (type, A. retusus) flower 
in the fall." Del Weniger in his book Cacti of Texas and Neighboring States writes, "The members of this genus 
are unusual among cacti of our area because they flower in the fall of the year, usually from September to 
December." Pilbeam in his book Ariocarpus et cetera, writes on page 14; "The blooms which are produced in 
the autumn...." 

 
In all cactus and succulent societies meetings I attended, anyone that spoke about Ariocarpus would always 

say that the plants flower only in the fall. This is April 3rd of 2020, and I was watering and saw something that 
looked strange on one of the plants. I turned off the water and looked and low and behold there was a large 
bud on a plant of Ariocarpus, I believe to be retusus, see photo 1. I had been noticing that many of the plants 
have wool growing in the center of the plant but was I surprised to see a good-sized bud. These are plants that 
I call seedling plants, but they are larger than seedling. They range in size from about 5 cm to as large as 9 cm in 
diameter. I have seen people selling plants about this size at sales. The plant with the bud is 6.5 cm across; the 
pot is a 3.25-inch (8.3 cm), rose pot. With the tap roots the plants need a rose pot. Rose pot means it is deeper 
than other pots that size. To me the plant does not look like it is large enough to flower but there is the bud. I 
was across the hothouse from the large old Ariocarpus and happened to look across the house about 20 feet 
away. I thought I saw a small patch of magenta over there, so I put the hose down and made my way across the  
house and sure enough there was a small patch of magenta. 

 

 

(Continued on following page.) 
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The plant in photo 1 is looking like it is an A. retusus the second plant I saw is Ariocarpus agavoides, see 

photo 2. That was really surprising to me that two very different plants would be blooming out of season.  
I looked up and down the row of A. agavoides and not another plant had even a bud on it. Why this one? 
 

Then I looked down the bench and there was a light-yellow flower on a large A. trigonus, photo 3. Three  
Ariocarpus blooming out of season is something I did not expect. I went to the A. trigonus and leaned over to 
smell the flower and as I did not detect any odor I started to stand up and right under my chin was an 
Ariocarpus retusus with ash grey tubercles and there was a snow-white flower in the middle of it, see photo 4. 
Now I was wondering what was going on and so I inspected all the plants, and these four plants are the only 
ones that I could see that have buds or flowers on them and that being out of season. If it had been four of all 
one variety of plant, I would wonder some but since it is three different species of Ariocarpus it really makes 
me wonder why they are blooming out of season. In all my eons of growing the plants I have never had any 
Ariocarpus blooming out of season and then to have three different species to open flowers at the same time; 
well, I figure I have seen it all now! But I still have to wonder why three different species of the plants are blooming 
out of season. 

 

 

 
 

  
  Photo 1. 

  Photo 2.  
  Photo 3.   Photo 4. 

       ALOE DORAN BLACK 
  

Agave ‘Doran Black’ is a very attractive cultivar that first came on the market 
back in the 1980s. It has dark green leaves with white margins and liberally covered with 

        white flecks and tubercles. It was produced by Dick Wright, who is mainly famous for the 
                 echeveria hybrids that he created at his Fallbrook, CA nursery. This aloe, and others, were 
                                             given by Mr. Wright to other nurseries to sell, chiefly Cooper’s and Grigsby’s. He named the 

     plant for his friend, Doran Black, proprietor of Black’s House of Cactus in Orange County.  
 Grigsby’s issued a catalog listing the plant as ‘Dorian Black’ and continued to do so for some time. I must 
have gotten my plant from them because I called it ‘Dorian Black’ for years (shades of “The Picture of Dorian 
Gray” by Oscar Wilde!). 
 The parentage of ‘Doran Black’ isn’t really known, chiefly due to Dick Wright’s casual hybridizing. If two 
or more promising plants were in bloom at the same time, he would make the cross but never kept records. 
He would crush the dried seed pods into the pots of its parents and in other pots, then would grow on any 
attractive seedlings. He recalled that he had received some of John Bleck’s hybrids around this time. These 
primarily involved some miniature Madagascan species such as A. descoingsii, A. parvula and A. rauhii. 
 Black’s House of Cactus was a quirky little nursery on Beach Boulevard in Stanton, CA. I used to go over 
there whenever I was in the vicinity. You could always find unusual plants there. Mr. Black would roam 
around the place with a bird on his shoulder, a cockatiel, as I recall.   Sue 

       
Reference: Mays, H. & Trager, J. (2004) “What’s in a name—the case of Aloe ‘Doran Black’, Alsterworthia international. 
4(2), p.4.    Photo credit:  World of Succulents 
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  Fresno Fair Cactus and Succulent Display 
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The cactus and succulent display at the Fresno Fair this year looked  
very impressive, almost back to pre-Covid levels. Bill Gale won Best Cactus 
with Ariocarpus retusus and Best Succulent with Dioscorea elephantipes. 
Other club members who exhibited plants were Rudy Rulloda, Sue Haffner,  
Dwight Horiuchi, Val McCullough and Roz Tampone. They all won blue 
ribbons. Bill won Sweepstakes in Succulents (most ribbons) and Sue Haffner 
won Sweepstakes in Cactus.  Sue 

 

 

    A VERY STRANGE CACTUS 
  

Strophocactus is a genus of epiphytic, climbing or pendulous cacti. The 
name means “wrapped cacti” referring to the way some of them wrap themselves 
around tree trunks. It features angled stems appressed against trunks, branches, 
or rocks with aerial roots. Areoles are woolly and have strong spines. The 
nocturnal long, white flowers are strongly scented and pollinated by moths. 

 Strophocactus is native to hot, humid tropical zones, at water level, near rivers and streams, in easily 
flooded areas, or crawling on rocks. It is found in tropical areas of Brazil, Peru and Venezuela and Central 
American countries. 

 I saw one of these things years ago in the Huntington Desert Garden, tightly wrapped around a tree. 
It seemed to be doing well, even though the San Marino, CA area is far from tropical and humid. 

 There are three recognized species: chontalensis, testudo and wittii (pictured.) To add to the oddity,  
S. testudo is also an ant plant, its internal spaces colonized by ants. 
           Sue 

Photo credit: Wikipedia 

 

 

 

Photos by Dwight Horiuchi 



F.C.S.S Winter Party  

Dinner Order & Selection 

Each dinner comes with BBQ Tri-tip and Chicken, with rice pilaf, side salad, rolls and piece of pie 

Please mark your selections below using numbers to indicate how many of each item 

Example: Purchasing 2 meals: 1-ranch, 1-Italian, 2-water, 1-apple & 1-pumpkin 

 

Name(s) ______________________________________________________________ 

Salad Dressing:    ranch   Italian 

 

Drink:   water  Coke  Diet Coke  Sprite  

 

Pie:   apple   pumpkin 

 

Vegetarian Option (mixed vegetables, rice pilaf, salad, & rolls):  

 

Total dinners: _______  Total price: ________      Prepaid: _______ Owes: _______ 
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Fresno Cactus & Succulent Society 

Membership Application: New      or Renewal  

Annual Membership Renewals Due by January 1st 

                  Single Membership with email newsletter   ____ X  $20.00 = _______ 

                     Single Membership with paper newsletter  ____ X  $30.00 = _______     

   Family Membership with email newsletter   ____ X  $30.00 = _______ 

   Family Membership with paper newsletter  ____ X  $40.00 = _______ 

New / Replacement Name Badges $5.00 EA. # of Badges _____ X $5 = ______ 

(Make sure name/s are printed legibly below) 

   Total $ ________ 
 

Checks payable to:  Fresno Cactus & Succulent Society (FCSS) 

Mail to: FCSS – 12307 Gleason Dr Madera, CA 93636 

INFORMATION FOR CLUB USE ONLY:  No personal information will be given out to other parties 

Please write legibly  

 

Name(s)__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City_____________________________________ State_________ Zip Code______________ Check if changes 

Contact Phone ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email____________________________________________________________________________________________  

Birthday(s) Optional – Month & Day________________________________________________________________ 

In the event of a medical emergency at a club function, please list someone we can notify and get personal 
information from for medical services. 

Emergency Contact________________________________________ Phone______________________________ 

 

Please read and complete for the Cactus Corner Newsletter 

By signing the form below, you give your permission for the use of photographs in the club newsletter and/or to be 

used for educational purposes including publications, exhibitions, club website and presentations.  By giving your 

permission, you do not give up any copyright or performance rights that you may hold. 

☐ No Thank You   ☐   Yes, I agree to the uses of these materials described above, except for any restrictions noted below. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Signature_______________________________________________________________________Date__________________________________
UPDATED 09/22 

2023 
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