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 IN-PERSON MEETING:  THURSDAY APRIL 7, 7:00 P.M.   (Doors open 6:30 P.M.)  

       REDEEMER LUTHERN CHURCH 

1084 WEST BULLARD, FRESNO (NEAR NW CORNER OF PALM AND BULLARD) 

 

 

 

“The Folklore, Enchantment, and Evolution of the Cactus & Succulent Hobby 
from 1894 to the Present Day” 

         Presented by:  Gunnar Eisel 
   

The allure of cacti and succulents has fascinated people for 
hundreds of, if not thousands of years. However, Unlike some 
other horticultural endeavors, through collecting and fostering 
an interest in the cactus and succulent hobby is fairly new. This 
program focuses on the people, the changing American 
landscape, and curious set of events that have shaped our 
hobby as we find it today. 

 
Gunnnar Eisel’s interest in cacti and succulents can be traced back to his childhood 
infatuation with photographing night-blooming cereus flowers and a few unfortunate 
encounters with opuntia glochids. His interest in cacti became intensified through 
many annual trips to the Anza-Borrego desert. 
 
Born and raised near Heidelberg, Germany, Eisel has taught music at CSULA, CSUF, 
Whittier College, and Fullerton College. He recently retired as music professor at 
Citrus College in Glendora where his students were frequently subjected to his 
rantings regarding cacti and succulents. 
 
An avid C&S collector, he serves as Executive Director of the Cactus and Succulent 
Society of America (CSSA) and President of the San Gabriel Valley Cactus and 
Succulent Society. 

 

http://www.fresnocss.com/


 

 

   Fresno Cactus & Succulent Society   Cactus Corner News                April   2022         Page  2 

 

 

 

     FROM THE PREZ . . .    

                      

Hi Members,  

 Another Home & Garden Show has come and gone. This year’s 
event went off without any issues and that’s thanks to the amazing 
volunteers. We had people step up to help and it made all the 
difference. Volunteers were packaging plants like pros and even 
jumping in to help on the registers. Everyone who worked on the 
registers said how easy it was to scan the barcodes and take payment. 
Thank you to everyone who volunteered for this event, was really 
wonderful having you there! 

  
It rained a little during the event but that didn’t stop people from going to the show. The 

Home & Garden Show said 23,810 people attended the event this year, crowds they haven’t seen 
in years. Foot traffic in our building seemed slower but people still came to buy. We were down 4 
vendors this year, but with newcomer Tony Sharp selling his pottery we had 6 vendors to supply the 
public. Vendors did very well and brought in $14,004! Congratulations to the vendors, I know you 
all were wiped out of product by the end of the event. Thank you for doing a great job and working 
at the checkout. 
 
 Now that the Home & Garden show is over, it’s time to plan for the next even bigger event. 
After 2 years of waiting, we are excited to announce that this June we are having our Annual Show 
and Sale! This is the club’s largest event, we put it on ourselves, and it really showcases what the 
club is about. We have vendors from around the State coming to sell their products. They will be 
bringing thousands of plants and beautiful pottery, a great chance to find the items you have been 
craving for 2 years! The show part of the event is a true beauty. People from all skill levels can 
enter their plants to show off their hard work. Plants are placed in categories depending on owners 
show experience and plant type, where they are judged, and ribbons are given out. It’s a great 
way to show off your pride and joys. Shows are the perfect way for the public to see what plants 
can grow into. 
 
 The Show and Sale will be June 4th and 5th. We are back at the Fresno Fairgrounds in the 
Commerce Building and hope to fill it up with lots of new vendors. Back in 2019, the last time we 
had the Show and Sale, there was another event taking place the same weekend at the 
Fairgrounds, the Fresno Reptile & Pet Expo. They will be at the the Fairgrounds the same weekend 
this year in the buildings next to ours, and we are helping promote each other’s event to bring in more 
 

(Continued on next page.) 
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people. It’s a two for one weekend, plants, and animals. We have a lot to plan and get ready for, as 
we get closer to the date, we will send out more information. If you know you would like to volunteer 
to work this event, please contact me. We will have official sign ups in the coming months but never 
hurts to be early. Also, something to be ready for is the Club Sales Table at this event. The club sells 
donated plants, books, and items under its name to raise funds. Letting you know early so you can get 
cuttings rooted and have time to go through your extra items that you might like to donate. This really 
is a huge event for the club and can use all the help we can. 
 

To continue the good news, our upcoming April meeting will be in-person! With the State 
guidelines changing and local infection rates lower, we are getting back to meeting in-person. Masks 
will be optional for anyone attending but we do encourage masks to keep everyone safe. If you don’t 
feel comfortable yet, don’t worry as lot of us will still be masking up. We are still taking precautions to 
keep everyone safe. Chairs will be spaced out to give more room and we ask everyone maintain 
distance between each other. Anyone with cold symptoms needs to stay home. Gunnar Eisel will be 
joining us to talk about the history of the cactus and succulent hobby since 1894. I will be bringing a 
variety of plants for sale. I’ve teamed up with a local low-income charter school to help raise funds to 
send their Senior class to Disneyland for grad night. With lockdowns over, the class can go this year but 
don’t have the needed funds just yet. All funds raised selling plants at the meeting will be going to the 
kid’s trip. For most of the kids, this will be their only chance at ever visiting Disneyland, hope you can 
help by purchasing some great plants!  
 

Don’t forget to pick up our June Annual Show and Sale postcards when at the meeting. These 
are a great way to spread the word about the event. Our raffle is back so be prepared to purchase 
tickets! We have a lot going on for our first in-person meeting and I hope you can join us! 

 See you soon!   Robert 

 

 

 

Sympathies: 

Our sympathies go out to go out to Mark Muradian and his family. His mother, 
Betty Ruth Muradian, passed away recently. She was 93. If  you’ve attended 
our spring picnics at Mark and Patti’s home, you may have met Betty. She was 
usually there having a good time.  
        Sue 

 

 



  APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

         Pat Schrayer (4th) 
          Robert Scott (11th) 

         Viv Shinkawa, Ann Bierbower (13th) 
         Bruce Hargreaves, Annie Wolf (18th) 

 
   *** 

 
NEW MEMBERS 

Guillermo Cardenas, Tulare 
Jamie Ruiz, Fresno 

Carolyn Unruh, Kingsburg (Welcome back!) 
 

 
 

COMING EVENTS 

April 23-24, Monterey Bay Cactus & Succulent 
Society Spring Show & Sale,  

Portuguese Community Center 
124 Atkinson Lane, Watsonville.  

Hours: Saturday, 9-5; Sunday, 9-4. 

*** 
May 6-8, Sacramento Cactus & Succulent Society 

Sale and Exhibition,  
Shepard Garden & Arts Center,  

3330 McKinley Blvd, Sacramento.  
Hours: Friday, 1-6; Saturday, 9-6; Sunday, 9-4.

 

FADED PLANT LABELS:  

Nothing is more frustrating than finding an old plant label that has faded to illegibility. Sometimes if you turn it 
this way and that in the full sun you can make out enough of the writing to give you a clue.  

Recently, an online grower suggested using a tube of powdered graphite sold to free up sticking key locks. Puff a 
small amount of the graphite on the label, then gently wipe the surface. The graphite will stick to the old 
lettering so that in full sun it is now legible. 
 
Of course, you can avoid all that by making an extra label for the plant and pushing it down into the soil so it 
doesn’t have the opportunity to fade. You can always find it when you repot. 
 
 
BATS AND AGAVES:  
 
It is well known that certain species of bats rely on agave nectar for sustenance and that the plants, in turn, 
rely on the bats for pollination. In its aim to conserve declining populations of bats, Bat Conservation 
International has begun an ambitious program to establish agaves along bat migratory corridors in the 
southwest. Working with the Borderlands Restoration Network and other agencies, plus private landowners, 
BCI has collected over 300,000 agave seeds and planted out 18,000 young plants in six U.S. and Mexican 
states. The seeds are germinated and the plants tended at Sul Ross State University in Texas until they are 
mature enough to be planted out.  
 
Climate change is an issue of concern, as warming temperatures speed up agave blooming so that, when the 
bats begin their migrations, they find that, instead of nectar, the agaves are already producing seeds. BCI has 
members and volunteers in the field monitoring this situation.  
 
www.batcon.org  
www.borderlandsrestoration.org  
 
June 20-26 is National Pollinator Week to celebrate pollinators and the vital ecosystem services they provide. 
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       REPOTTING 

By Fred Gaumer 
 

 I hope that I can give a few tips on how to repot succulent plants and you may use them as more of a 
reference point rather than a set of rules. At some of our meetings our speakers have given their opinions on 
what makes a good potting mix and what is to be avoided. 
 
 Succulent plants will grow in almost any kind of mix but are much easier to manage on one that does 
not hold moisture for a long period of time. After hearing this for years, I am finally beginning to believe that 
peat is something you do not want in your mixture. There are very good succulent mixes produced commercially that 
can be purchased in bags at home improvement stores. Most growers make their own concoction of some 
type of potting soil, pumice or perlite, sand, coconut fibers, charcoal bits, decomposed granite, etc. One man 
asked that his ashes be incorporated into his potting soil when he died so that he could have some more time 
with his beloved plants. Most often, growers use what is available in their area and adapt their cultivating 
techniques to the situation. And most growers secretly think that their mix is far superior to others. Find 
something that works for you and remember that some plants have different requirements for success. More 
mature plants seem to prefer a leaner growing medium. Ask people you buy plants from how they maintain 
the plants while they’re in their care. Most cacti and succulents are very easy to grow. 
 
 I usually repot any plant I buy first thing on getting it home. I am sometimes amazed by what other 
people grow their plants in. Some vendors sell you the plant he has bought from a wholesaler who grows 
mostly in pumice or perlite or something similar because they fertilize with every watering in order to produce 
a saleable plant in the least amount of time. That type of mix is not going to make it with my growing 
conditions. Many times, I have found creatures of the underworld lurking in the pots of new plants purchased. 
It is much easier at this point to eliminate them than to let them get a foothold in your collection. 
 
 Unlike lesser plants, succulents seem to enjoy having a new home and fresh soil around their roots and 
do not mind the disturbance. Gasterias are a very good example of this. In a month or two after repotting they 
almost light up and smile. Don’t be afraid to repot a short time after repotting if something is not going right. 
Your plant should look better and if, after a month or two, it does not, dig it up and see if something went wrong. 
Most succulents do not mind being put in fresh soil. 
 
 I must be honest with you. When I have a plant die or go bad but still be among the living it is because 
I have let it get too cold, left it in a position in the blazing sun or in an overly hot situation, left it someplace 
where it can be damaged from being stepped on or knocked over, or ignored it when it became infested with 
mealy bugs. (How do mealy bugs know what side of the plant you can see and what side you cannot?) 
 
 I have done everything that you should not do and have gotten away with it in most cases in regards 
to potting because I never water for a week or two afterwards. I regularly trim back roots and sometimes even 
tap roots to fit a pot. Steve Plath, who is probably the best desert plant re-vegetation man in the world, 
recommends washing the roots with a stream of water. I do this occasionally when I suspect a fungal infestation 
but not on the usual program. I do remove all the dirt and pick out all the encrusted grit that gets between the 
roots and up underneath the plant. It just seems good housekeeping, to me. 

(Continued on next page.) 
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 I repot at all times of the year. I never catch up with all the repotting I want to get done. There is probably 
a better time of year to repot a particular plant or type of plant, but I do it at any time. When repotting in 
the winter or in other dormancy period, remember your plant may need some extra time in spring to 
produce new roots and you may want to delay the first watering a bit. This is also a good time to make new 
labels. They are probably getting a little brittle and I like to record when I repot. It gives me an insight as to why 
my plant stopped growing and how long it’s been since my plant and I have been intimate. 
 
 Now for the act of repotting! Like the Boy Scouts, be prepared! Have all the things you are going to need 
at hand. For large cacti, have a friend handle the heavy, spiny top while you pack dirt in the pot and around 
the base of the plant. Make sure you give precise commands to your assistant so there is no doubt as to what 
your desires are. Most helpers are quick and eager to share their thoughts and feelings. I like to stake the 
plants while they take hold in the pot, even if they seem steady. They may escape your attention and slip to a 
less than perfect posture and then become firmly rooted. Small plants will sometimes develop heavy roots 
quickly and push the newly planted plant out of the pot. I use small stakes to pin the plant into the potting mix 
to avoid this. 
 
 Spiny plants require something to lift and grasp them with during the procedure. Some things that will 
work are newspapers folded to form a strap, pieces of upholstery foam or Styrofoam and folded fabric. Large 
barbecue tongs are very helpful, as well. Sometimes you must be creative to succeed. Gloves are usually not a 
good idea. Support the plant at pot rim level with two or more stakes laid across the top of the pot and under 
the body of the plant to have a free hand to fill in the soil. I like to place the plant at the depth that it grew as 
a small plant. After some experience you will develop a knack for repotting. There are going to be problem plants 
that are difficult to handle, but don’t let that discourage you from doing it. Ask someone to help you if you need 
a confidence booster and an extra hand. This is one of those things that must be done when growing plants is 
your hobby. 
 
 In closing, I must add that this is a time when things can go wrong with a disturbed root system. Allow 
the roots to dry for a while by putting the plant in a shady area un-potted or potting up in a dry mix and not 
watering for a week or two. For the most part these plants are very tough and can withstand abuse that would 
kill second-class vegetation. Watering when the roots have been damaged and the feeder roots have not had 
time to develop properly is like asking for trouble. 

 
 

WHAT MAKES A CACTUS A CACTUS?  

All plants in the botanical family Cactaceae possess a structure found in no 
other family: the areole. These are compressed shoots formed from axillary 
buds—a whorl of modified leaves (spines.) 
 
Look at this areole of a Golden barrell (Echinocactus grusonii). The areole 
sometimes looks woolly or felted. These “hairs” are trichomes and are 
always present, though sometimes not very conspicuous. The spines are 
produced from the areole. Even in spineless forms of cacti the areole is 
there, but you might need a magnifying glass to see it.  Sue 
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OPUNTIA SULPHUREA 
 

 Opuntia is one of the largest genera of the cactus family. They range 
from southern Argentina to Canada and can be found growing in all but a few 
U.S. states. Known as “Prickly Pears” for the edible fruits that most species 
bear. 
  
But some opuntias possess even more appealing attributes. 
 

 Opuntia sulphurea is sought by collectors for its interesting supination. Native to northwest 
Argentina, north to southern Bolivia, it’s a very adaptable species, growing in habitats from low elevation 
to over 11,000 feet. A plant may form a clump to over 6 feet across but does not grow tall. It has the usual 
flattened stem segments (pads), which may be round or oval, 8 to 10 inches long. Pads are thick and have 
spine-bearing tubercles atop protuberances on the face of the pad as well as along the edge.  
 
 The spines are variable, 2 to 9 per areole, up to 4 inches in length. They are usually white or gray, 
the newest ones showing a pink or brown shade, whitening as they age. While most opuntias have straight 
spines, O. sulphurea has a form with twisted spines. Under dry conditions the pads shrivel and wrinkle 
lending the plant a very distinctive appearance. 
 
 Blooming occurs in mid-summer, the flowers yellow with a paler yellow center, sometimes with 
touches of red. 
 
 Easy to grow.   Sue 

 
(Illus. from Plant highlights (Ruth Bancroft Garden), August 2021, photo by Brian Kemble. Used with 
permission.) 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

Set-up at Home & Garden 
Show at Fresno 

Fairgrounds. 

  Photos: 
      Karen Willoughby   



 

 

Greetings CSSA Affiliate Organizations, 

 
It is time to get out your cell phones, cameras or other photography devices.   

The Cactus and Succulent Society of America (CSSA) is holding its first ever national 

photo contest.  All CSSA members are eligible to participate.      

Photo credit Irwin Lightstone 

CSSA Photo Contest 
 

To celebrate and contemplate the plants we love, the CSSA is holding a photo contest 

open to CSSA members and the minor children of CSSA members. For the theme of 

“The Artistry of Cacti and Succulents,” you are invited to enter up to three images.  
 
There are two divisions; adult (16 years and older), and youth (younger than 16 

years). Prizes will be awarded in each of the divisions. 
 
¤ First Place: $100.00 Gift Certificate from B&H Photo - Video, publication of the 

image in ‘To the Point’, and an 8 x 10 inch (approximate) print of the image. 
 
¤ Second Place: $25.00 credit toward purchase at the CSSA Seed Depot, publication 

of the image in ‘To the Point’, and an 8 x 10 inch (approximate) print of the image. 
 
¤ Third Place: Publication of the image in ‘To the Point’, and an 8 x 10 inch 

(approximate) print of the image. 
 
¤ Honorable Mention: Publication of the image in ‘To the Point’. 

 
Deadline for entries is midnight PST, May 1, 2022.  As there are no entry fees, you 

have nothing to lose!  For more information about entry and the specific contest rules 

please visit the CSSA website home page.          

 

  http://cactusandsucculentsociety.org/photo_contest.html 

http://cactusandsucculentsociety.org/photo_contest.html
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