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IN-PERSON MEETING: THURSDAY, OCTOBER 7TH, 7:00 p.m. (Doors open 6:30 p.m.)
REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH, 1084 WEST BULLARD, FRESNO
(near the Northwest corner of Palm and Bullard)

PROGRAM
Feeding Succulents: How Fertilizer, Water pH and Soil Can
and Should Be Adjusted!
Presented by: Ernesto Sandoval
Perhaps you’ve heard that pH is important for plants? Ernesto will summarize why you
want your plants to receive slightly acidic water and various ways you can adjust it for
your succulents. How is this similar and different than fertilizing “regular” plants?
Ernesto will discuss all of this plus the importance of “soils”/container media and the
details of how you can maximize the root potential for your plants!
Biography: Ernesto Sandoval has been wondering
and seeking questions and answers to why plants
grow and look the way that they do for nearly 40
years. Now he explains and interprets the world of
plants to a variety of ages and from amateur to
professional gardeners. He regularly lectures to a
variety of western Garden Clubs throughout the year
and particularly to Succulent Clubs throughout
California. Desert plants are his particular passion
within his general passion for plants. He describes himself as a "Jose of All Plants, Master of
None" and loves learning from the experiences of others as well as his own. Ernesto
thoroughly enjoys helping others, and gardeners in particular, to understand why and how
plants do what they do.
When he was about 13 he asked his dad why one tree was pruned a particular way and
another tree another way. His dad answered bluntly "because that's the way you do it.”
Since then he's been learning and teaching himself the answers to those and many other
questions by getting a degree at UC Davis in Botany and working from student to weeder/waterer
Director/Manager over the last 30 years at the UC Davis Botanical Conservatory.
(Continued on next page.)
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He's long left the "mow blow and go" monoculture
landscape gardening world and has immersed himself in
the world of horticultural biodiversity by growing
several thousand types of plants at the UC Davis
Botanical Conservatory, many of them succulents!
Several of his favorite garden projects involved
converting lawns and or water loving landscapes to
drought tolerant and diversity filled gardens! He likes
to promote plant liberation by encouraging gardeners
of all sorts to grow more plants in the ground when
possible. He loves the technical language of Botany but
prefers to relate information in more understandable
methods of communication! By helping people to
understand the workings of plants he hopes to help us
better understand how to and why our plants do what
they do and how we can maximize their growth with
less effort.

Fresno Cactus and Succulent Board Meeting September 21, 2021, 6:00 p.m.
via Zoom
In attendance: Rob Scott, Craig & Michele Roberts, Rosanna Rojas, Dom Ortiz,
Christeen Abbott, Sue Haffner and myself, Karen Willoughby.
The following agenda items were discussed:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

October meeting.
November meeting.
Possible December meeting.
January meeting.
Resumption of dues in 2022.
Roll over of board members for 2022
Raffle plants, raffle cage, tickets etc. for future meetings.
Library books in storage.

The meeting was over at 7:05 p.m. Members who wish further information
regarding any topics discussed are encouraged to speak to any officer or board
member.
Respectfully submitted Karen Willoughby, Secretary
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FROM THE PREZ …
Hi Members,
Let’s get down to it as we have lots of information this month. As you
saw in an email that was sent, the Member’s Sale for this year has been
cancelled. We were planning on having it in place of our October meeting,
but things have not worked out. Lack of participation and ability to keep
COVID protocols in place with the public, has forced us to cancel the event.
It’s always sad to miss a plant sale but it’s just another event to look forward
to next year.
In place of the Member’s Sale, we will have a “regular” meeting, featuring Ernesto Sandoval. Ernesto
will be giving his new presentation on pH and fertilizing plants. This meeting will be a little different as
Ernesto is joining us on Zoom. We will put him on the large screen for our in-person people and he can be
viewed on Zoom in your home as well. Ernesto is an outstanding presenter, and you won’t want to miss this
meeting. With no in-person speaker for the coming meeting, we are having Bill Gale sell his plants. Bill will
be bringing an assortment of amazing and unusual plants to sell at the meeting.
We are continuing to use the COVID protocol that the club has put into place for the meeting.
Everyone in attendance must wear a face mask properly and only 30 extra members in the room. The
reservation system opens one week before the meeting, this time September 30th to October 7th. To add your
name to the reservation list, please contact Karen at fresnocss_sec@yahoo.com or call (559)304-9219.
The end of the year is fast approaching and that means it’s time to renew your membership. We are
starting early this year and attaching the new membership form to this newsletter. Now this is the important
part, we REQUIRE you to fill out the membership form when renewing. We will not accept any renewals
without it. It’s our way of confirming the information we have for you is correct and for our records. It’s 5
lines of information for you to fill out, so do not put “All information the same”. The dues are back to
regular rates for 2022. You’re welcome to mail the form with payment to the address listed on the form. If
you come to a meeting, bring the form and payment with you. Please renew your membership by the first of
the year.
***
WORLD’S SMALLEST DESERT: Ever heard of
the Carcross Desert? Me, neither. It’s called the
world’s smallest desert, situated just outside
Carcross, Yukon, Canada. It comprises
640 acres of sand dunes formed during the
latest glacial period. Of course, it’s too humid
to be considered a real desert, but it does
feature several unique plant species.
Sue

***

***

Sand dunes of
Carcross Desert.
(Jef Wodniack/
Getty Images)
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
Jan Armbruster (1st);
Karl Church (2nd);
Jaan Lepson (6th);
Nicholas Wise (18th);
Marian Orvis (20th)
***
NEW MEMBERS:
Lynn Gorman, Prather
Sherril Nell Wells, Fresno
***
A get-well card was sent to
Michele Roberts, who is recovering
from surgery.
***
Clovis Botanical Garden Water-Wise Plant Sale:
Friday, Oct. 15, 12 to 4 p.m.; Saturday, Oct. 16,
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
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THIGMOTROPISM: you wanted to learn
another big word, right? This word refers to the
turning or bending of a plant in response to a
touch stimulus.
If you’ve ever wondered how a vine seems to
know where to turn to latch on to a support, this
is the name for the process.
***
Jeff Chemnick is a plantsman who has an
amazing succulent garden in the Montecito area,
just over the hill from Lotusland. Those who
attended the 2015 CSSA Convention had the
opportunity to visit. It’s hard to believe that the
entire area was devastated by the Tea Fire in
2008. Jeff lost his house and other buildings but
immediately set about reestablishing everything.
He has an interesting website:
www.aloesinwonderland.com

***
ROOT MEALY BUGS
One insect pest that is sometimes overlooked
when discussing plant pests is soil mealy bugs. They
perhaps are not a frequent pest but they can attack
cacti and succulents. If you have a plant that looks
stressed, you might check for root mealy bugs.
You will have to remove the plant from the pot and
look at the roots. If root mealies are present you will
see small fuzzy white masses on the roots. They’re
quite visible, so I don’t think you will miss them.
If it doesn’t appear that the roots are badly
damaged, return the plant to the pot and fix a solution
of Malathion in a bucket and soak the pot in the
solution. If it looks like the roots are damaged—
discolored, mushy, rotting, etc.—it might be
better to cut off all the roots and start the plant
over. Don’t water the plant for a week or two to
let the roots heal.
***

Use waterproof silicone caulk to fix broken clay
pots.
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***
PRICKLY PEAR-PINEAPPLE
Delite
1 graham cracker pie crust, chilled
1 envelope unflavored gelatin
Scant 1 cup sugar
2 cups prickly pear juice
2-3 tablespoons lemon juice (to taste)
1 15-ounce can crushed pineapple, well-drained
1 cup whipped topping
Stir gelatin and sugar together in bowl. Bring 2/3
cup prickly pear juice to a boil, add gelatin-sugar
mixture and stir until dissolved. Add remaining
juice and lemon juice and stir well. Refrigerate
until thick but not firm. Blend in whipped
topping. Fold in pineapple and pour into crust.
Chill at least 3 hours.
(From “Fruits of the desert cookbook”)
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THE BUTTON CACTUS
Epithelantha micromeris—“the button cactus”—is a tiny, densely white-spined plant native to a few
specialized areas of the Chihuahuan Desert. It grows in limestone soils on rocky hills, dry riverbeds, or
grasslands at altitudes of 3,400 to 5,000 feet in Arizona, New Mexico and Texas. It also occurs over the
border in Mexico.
Sometimes confused with similar-looking mammillarias (especially M. lasiacantha), Epiphelantha differs
with regard to flower location. In mammillarias the flowers are produced in a ring around the top of the stem,
whereas in “the button cactus” the flowers emerge from the newest areoles at the growing point at the top
of the plant.
E. micromeris is usually solitary, but sometimes forms clumps up to 6 inches wide. The individual
plants are ½ to 1 ½ inches tall and equally round, ovoid in shape, usually with a flattened area or
depression on top. The green stem is obscured by the white or light gray spines. The pink flowers appear
in June, frequently hidden by the long spines at the apex. They are succeeded by a crown of red fruits.
Though the fruits are small, the seeds they contain are comparatively large.
Epithelantha is reported to possess hallucinogenic properties, though a lesser amount than peyote.
The experts disagree about the number of species in the genus. Anderson and Benson recognized
micromeris and bokei. Glass and Foster reduced them all to varieties of micromeris. The latest work by
Joël Lodé (based on DNA work) identifies the following species: bokei, cryptica, greggii, ilariae,
micromeris, pachyrhiza and unguispina.
E, micrimeris is self-pollinating, whereas other species are not, according to Elton Roberts, who has
grown and observed these plants for many years.
Culture: well-draining soil mix, acidic water, keep dry in winter. Sue
Epithelantha
micromeris
photos by
Elton Roberts
Top angle

HOYA LACUNOSA

(Photo: The Garden,
January 2016)

Seed pods

With pods

***
This species is one of the more popular hoyas, mostly due to its fairly
compact size and its flowers which emit a fragrance reminiscent of
carnations. It and its variable forms are native from southern Thailand to
Indonesia, Malaysia and New Guinea. They grow as epiphytes in forested
areas. The specific epithet, lacunosa, is from ‘lacunose’ meaning ‘cavity’,
referring to shallow depressions on the leaf surface.
Grow Hoya lacunosa in free-draining mix and make sure it doesn’t get
completely dried out. It would do well in bright areas, but not direct sun,
and needs a certain amount of humidity. If you have a hose with a fogger
nozzle, it would love being misted in hot weather. Fertilize monthly.
Repot in alternative years, as the plant dislike becoming root bound.
Protect from temperatures below 45 degrees. Sue
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REPOTTING
We’re encouraged to repot our plants every year. It’s great if you can do this, but, let’s face it:
if you have a large collection this is pretty much impossible. Some of us have plants that have been in
the same pots for many years and they seem to be doing fine. You might top-dress with fresh soil if
it appears that some has washed out.
However, if the plants display the following, they should be repotted:
• Stems look unhealthy—withered or dull green
• Plant has sunk low in the pot
• Plant doesn’t show new growth
• Plant stops blooming or has fewer flowers
• Plant is so large it would look better in a larger pot
Loosen the roots and remove as much of the old potting mix as possible. Some growers are
fairly ruthless about removing old or dead roots. Some people will saw off the bottom inch or two
of the root ball before loosening the roots.
All this is by way of encouraging growth of new feeder roots, which is to the plant’s benefit.

Sue

***
SEYREGIA HUMBERTII
This is a most unlikely looking cucumber. Angled, white-felted stems
arise from a small caudex (which is actually a series of globose
storage tubers). During the warm summer growing season the
stems elongate and begin to climb, aided by tendrils. The flowers
are small and inconspicuous; the sexes are on separate plants.
Seyregia is a genus of six species in the Cucurbitaceae family, all native
to south and southwest Madagascar where they grow in xerophytic
bush. All are vines with more or less succulent, pubescent stems
and small deciduous leaves. Many form potato-like roots.
Seyregia humbertii is the most recognizable, with its white stems,
and is the species most found in cultivation. Other species are
bosseri, gracilis, marnieri, multiflora and napifera.
(Photo: “Caudiciform and
Pachycaul succulents” by
Gordon Rowley)

Plenty of water and warmth are required in summer. Cuttings are
said to be hard to root, but it can be done in warm weather. Keep
dry in winter, when the stems will dry up. They are said to
withstand temps down to the 30s.
Sue
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Come join Roz Tampone on Sunday, Oct 10 at 2:00 PM at Woodward Park Library
if you would like to learn how to make a Succulent Pumpkin. She will show you
how to create this fun craft to decorate your home for the autumn holidays.
Sue

2022

Fresno Cactus & Succulent Society 2022
Membership Application: New |__| or Renewal |__|
Annual Membership Renewals Due by January 1st
Single Membership with email newsletter ____ X
Single Membership with paper newsletter ____ X
Family Membership with email newsletter ____ X
Family Membership with paper newsletter ____ X

$20.00 = _______
$30.00 = _______
$30.00 = _______
$40.00 = _______

New / Replacement Name Badges $5.00 EA. # of Badges ____ x $5 = ______
(Make sure name/s are printed legibly below)
Total $ ________

Checks payable to: Fresno Cactus & Succulent Society (FCSS)
Mail to: FCSS – 12307 Gleason Dr Madera, CA 93636
INFORMATION FOR CLUB USE ONLY: [ ] Check here if you don’t want your information available on the internet.
Name(s)_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
Address_____________________________________________________________Check if Change_|__|
City____________________________________________State_____________ Zip Code_______________
Contact Phone____________________________________________________________________________

Email____________________________________________________________________________________
Birthday(s) Optional – Month Day____________________________________________________________

The club publishes an annual Roster containing all current members’ information as shown above and distributes it
to club members. If you do not want some of your information published in the Roster let us know.
I am interested in helping out in the following areas. Please contact me.
☐ Show & Sale
☐ Programs
☐ Library
☐ Publicity
☐ Technology
☐ Refreshments
☐ Hospitality
☐ Sunshine
☐ Special Events
How do you wish to receive your Newsletter, “Cactus Corner”?

☐ E-mail or

☐ US Mail

Please read and complete for the Newsletter, Cactus Corner
By signing the form below, you give your permission for the use of photographs in the club newsletter and/or to be
used for educational purposes including publications, exhibitions, World Wide Web and presentations. By giving
your permission, you do not give up any copyright or performance rights that you may hold.
☐ No Thank You ☐ Yes, I agree to the uses of these materials described above, except for any restrictions noted below.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Signature_______________________________________________________________________Date_____________
UPDATED 09/21

