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Aloes: A Guide to Varieties and Care
by: Robert Scott
Robert will be sharing his knowledge of the genus Aloe. Covering both common and rare varieties, Robert will be showing us the beauty of these hardy succulents; from small grass like aloes
to giant trees. With over 400 species and hundreds of hybrids, there is an aloe for every type of
grower.
Biography: Robert joined our club 8 years ago and jumped right in. Since joining, he has been
the club’s treasure, board member, Sale Chairmen and is currently our President. He oversees
the Fresno Home & Garden Show, Member’s Sale Night and our Annual Show & Sale. He’s a
very busy guy, but enjoys helping the club.
Robert first got into growing cacti and succulents as a food source for his pet tortoises. The two
hobbies worked well together, especially when you have a lot of animals to feed. It wasn’t till
his best friend introduced him to hybridizing aloes that the succulent bug really took off. Sense
then, Robert’s plant collection has only continued to grow. Aloes are one of his favorites and he
currently has over 160 pure species and hybrids. He currently works in the Fresno County Agriculture Department. He has wanted to open his own cactus and succulent nursery but life always
got in the way. He’s excited to announce that on October 6, 2020 his online store will be up and
running. www.desertrootsnursery.com
Robert may be a busy guy, but he always makes time for the club and is happy to help members.
Please welcome him back as our Zoom presenter this month.

FROM THE PREZ...

Hello FCSS Membership,
There’s not much to report this month, but it sure is nice to see
blue skies again! The fires that have been burning around us
are absolutely horrible. It’s even worse when they are so close
to home. I hope all of you, including your family members and
friends are safe and out of reach of the fires.
It’s also nice that the nights have started to cool off. It’s a sign that fall is almost
here. We know that hot days are still possible around here but winter is around the
corner. With the cooler nights all of our winter growing plants are going to start
waking up. You might have seen your aeoniums and bulbs starting to push out
some new growth. It’s time to start watering them but only small amounts at first.
Everything can still be watered as well but soils will stay moist longer so reduce
the amount and times you water.
This month I will be giving the Zoom presentation for our meeting. The talk I will
be on the different Aloe species and how to grow them here. There are lots of hardy aloes and there are a few that would do amazingly in your yard. To add a little
thrill to the presentation I’m going to be showing a few of my turtles and tortoises
that I care for. There has always been interest in them and this time I get to show
them off.
The club meeting is October 1, at 6:30pm. We will wait about 10 minutes before
starting so everyone can get logged in, but you may join at any time. Further
down in the newsletter we will have some more information on how to join the
Zoom meeting. It’s really easy and has long as you have the Zoom application
you can join on any device. A few days before the meeting you will receive another email from myself with the Zoom link that will take you directly to the meeting. If you haven’t been receiving anything from Zoom or myself, please email
me so I can make sure your email is on the list. If you have any issues you may
contact any of the Board members and they will be happy to help. We would like
to get as many of our members possible on Zoom, joining our meetings.
For now I hope everyone is staying safe and healthy!
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY: Jan Armbruster (1st); Karl Church
(2nd); Jaan Lepson (6th); Nicholas Wise (18th); Marian
Orvis (20th).
NEW MEMBERS
Rebecca Diaz
Rachel Ortiz
Name badges: a number of badges have been ordered
since we last met in March. This is just a reminder that
they will be ready by the time we meet again.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

JEANNE LARSON: Longtime (but not current) member
Jeanne Larson passed away Sept. 3rd due to injuries
suffered in a fall in her home. A graduate of UCLA with a
Master’s in range management, she worked for years
with the San Joaquin Experimental Range in Madera
County. She was also the manager of the Discovery
Center for a few years. But she was probably best
known as the Conservation Chair of the local chapter of
the California Native Plant Society and the author of
many letters to the Fresno Bee on environmental
subjects.
She was an interesting person with a formidable
intellect. Those who knew her will not forget her. She
was 95.

COMING EVENTS
Fresno Fair (virtual), October 9-18
Check the website: www.fresnofair.com
Water-Wise Plant Sale, Clovis Botanical Garden, Friday,
October 16; 12-4 p.m.; 10% discount for CBG members;
Saturday, October 17, 9 a.m.— 1 p.m.
www.clovisbotanicalgarden.org
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
UPCOMING CSSA WEBINAR: Saturday, Oct, 3rd, 10 a.m.:
Attila Kapitany, “Australian native succulents—an
introduction.” Attla Kapitany is a very entertaining
speaker and is the foremost authority on the listed
subject. A lot of very unusual succulents are found in
the Land Down Under and nowhere else.
You must be a CSSA member to register for the
webinars. It’s not too late to join:
www.cactusandsucculentsociety.org
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
California has granted temporary endangered species
status to the Western Joshua Tree (Yucca brevifolia) due
to its habitat loss due to climate change, fire and urban
sprawl. The petition was brought forward by a coalition
of environmental organizations to the California Fish
and Game Commission. The petition is good for a year,
after which a decision will be made as to whether the
status will be made permanent.
Yucca brevifolia has a boomerang-shaped range: from
Joshua Tree National Monument, along the flanks of the
San Bernardino and San Gabriel Mts, north along the
Sierra Nevadas and east to the edge of Death Valley and
Nevada.

Here’s a free online journal:
www.cactusandsucculentreview.org.uk
<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<
I’ve noticed this summer that a lot of my plants were
showing a yellowing that I hadn’t seen before, so much
so that I protected them with shade cloth for awhile.
These included some tough agaves that have been in
the ground for years. What could be causing this? Could
it be the sun’s intensity?
I recalled that I had read a story back in 2001 that a
researcher in Illinois who had been measuring the sun’s
intensity for years was puzzled when he saw the UV
Index shoot up for three days in September. Then he
noticed that those days corresponded to the 3 days that
all civilian aircraft were grounded after the terrorist
attacks of Sept 11th. The skies had cleared of all the
airline contrails that normally filter some of the solar
intensity.
In this year of Covid-19 we have been in something of a
similar situation. It has been estimated that air travel
decreased by 95% during at least the first few months
of the pandemic. Could this have brought about plant
sunburn?
All I know is that, when I uncovered the plants, they had
greened up again, so protection from the sun was the
issue.

The First Lithops Flowers of the Season
(Peter Beiersdorfer)
This is the time of year, when flower buds start to emerge between the leaf pairs that form the heads of a lithops. In my collection, the first flowers of the season are produced by the species L. pseudotruncatella. In fact, L. pseudotruncatella ssp. volkii
started flowering for me on August 7, followed by L. pseudotruncatella ssp. mundtii three days later [pic 1,2]. On August 30,
pseudotruncatella ssp. dentricata opened up, followed by ssp. archerae on August 31 [3,4].
When the flower first opens it is, typically, still smaller than the head itself. But the petals continue to grow every day, and soon
the flower totally covers the plants head and, in the case of L. pseudotruncatella and in the case of many other Lithops species,
the flower petals extend well beyond the head. [ pic x] This process can go on for a week before the petals start shriveling up.
Unlike, say most cactus flowers, which stay opened for only a day (or night) or two, Lithops, thus, give us an extended time to
enjoy the display. You are unlikely to miss a given flower even if you don't inspect your plants daily.
Flowers on different heads on a given plant or on different individuals may open days apart. This prolongs the display. Also, I
noticed a very pleasant smell from the flowers of L. pseudotruncatella dentritica 'Nauchas'. The smell is very similar to that of
the flower of Pleiospilos simulans [pic 5]. I was lucky that one of each happened to bloom at the same time as dentritica so that
I could make a direct comparison of their fragrance. The difference in their fragrance is that the Pleiospilos flowers have a
stronger buttery smell than the Lithops flowers, while the Lithops flowers mix in a tinge of lemon. Both Pleiospilos and Lithops
are part of the mesemb family, and their flowers are similar: The same shade of yellow, and Many show a white central ring as
the flower age and the petals grow longer.
Soon other lithops species will vie for attention with their flowers. On September 2, both of my L. gracilidelineata (ssp. waldroniae and ssp. brandbergensis) opened their first flowers [pic 6,7]. They were joined by L. gesinae ssp. annae [pic 8]. Six
days later, a flower of L. vallis-mariae opened up [pic 9].
I should point out that the first month of the Lithops flowering season was exclusively dominated by flowers from species that
grow in the summer rainfall area of Namibia, i.e., an area which is inland and north of the Republic of South Africa. It will be
interesting to see which species will open up next in the coming months.
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