
 

      Aloes: A Guide to Varieties and Care 

    by:  Robert Scott 

Robert will be sharing his knowledge of the genus Aloe. Covering both common 

and rare varieties, Robert will be showing us the beauty of these hardy 

succulents; from small grass like aloes to giant trees that have hundreds of 

blooms. With over 400 species and hundreds of hybrids, there is an aloe for 

every type of grower. Aloes come from many different ecosystems and each 

variety require different care. Robert will be teaching us how to grow and care 

for aloes best suited for the valley.  
 

Biography: Robert joined our club 6 years ago and jumped right in. Since joining, he has been the club’s 

treasure and is currently a board member, as well as our Sale Chairmen. He oversees the Fresno Home & 

Garden Show, Member’s Sale Night and our Annual Show & Sale. He’s a very busy guy, but enjoys helping the club.  

Robert first got into growing cacti and succulents as a food source for his pet tortoises. 

The two hobbies worked well together, especially when you have to feed a lot of turtles 

and tortoises. It wasn’t till his best friend introduced him to hybridizing aloes that the 

succulent bug really took off. Sense then, Robert’s plant collection has only continued to 

grow. Aloes are one of his favorites and he currently has over 160 pure species and 

hybrids. He prides himself in offering clean, great looking plants. Having his own nursery is 

still in the works, but has taken a back burner to his current job where he works for the 

Fresno County Agriculture Department regulating pesticide usage. Robert may be a busy guy, but he always 

makes time for the club and is happy to help members. Please welcome him back as our speaker this month.  

Plants:  Rob will bring an assortment of nice plants to offer for sale!  
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                                                       NEXT MEETING:  Thursday, May 2nd ,  7:00 p.m.  (Doors open 6:30 p.m.) 

   REDEEMER LUTHERN CHURCH  
              1084 West Bullard, Fresno   (near the NW corner of Palm and Bullard.)  

Amir’s Shish Kabob 
2023 West Bullard Avenue 
Fresno,  (559)  431-6666 
                Menu 
 

          ~~ DINNER ~~ 
 
Begins promptly at 5:00 p.m. 
Reservations under Rosanna. 
Members are invited to attend. 

 Contact Rosanna by  
 Wednesday, May 1st   

  to make reservations: 
  Phone: (559) 999-0017 

 

 

http://www.fresnocss.com/
https://www.menuism.com/restaurants/amirs-shish-kabob-fresno-751493/online-menu
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FROM THE PREZ … 
 
Hi, All, 
 Now that it’s May, cactus and succulent activities throughout the state seem to shift into high gear. 
Our own Show and Sale is just a month away. I hope many of you will sign up to participate. It’s fun, it’s 
educational. It’s a great way to get acquainted with other plant fanciers. I know that I’ve learned a lot about 
plants from just hanging around other growers at events such as these. 

 This issue features a profile of Doris Hooton and the late Tom Meyer. It originally appeared in the 
September 2013 issue, written by Carole Grosch. I wanted to use it again, as a memorial to Tom and as a 
tribute to the generosity Doris has shown the club down through the years. She’s opened her yard and home 
to us countless times; the board and workshop meet there every month. We’ve held picnics and other events 
in the back yard. She couldn’t have been more welcoming. Thank you so much, Doris! 

 I keep forgetting to thank all of you who bring refreshments to the monthly meetings. We do 
appreciate this, and we also need to thank Nancy Jobin for organizing the kitchen and cleaning up afterwards. 
It’s really great that we have this nice kitchen at the church. It makes food service convenient and attractive. 

 We had a fun picnic last month. Around 30-some members and guests made the drive up to Blackhawk 
Ranch on a very nice, sunny day. The venue couldn’t have been more pleasant, with various shaded dining 
areas, each with a scenic view of the lake. The food was great, and our hostess, Rita Shamlian, her mother and 
aunts contributed delicious dishes, as well. Dennis took some of us out on his pontoon boat, which was a lot of 
fun. Thanks to our host and hostess, and to all who brought food and items for the silent auction. 

 The Water-Wise Plant Exchange event will be held Saturday, May 4th, 8 a.m. to noon, at the Fresno 
State greenhouse area, Barstow and Chestnut, northwest corner. We will have a table there, handing out 
information, advertising the Show and Sale, and giving away succulent cuttings. I usually supply small cuttings 
from my yard; if anyone would like to donate more, let me know. You can either bring them to the meeting or 
drop them by on Saturday. 

 Another donation opportunity is coming up at our Show and Sale: The Club Sale Table. If you have 
extra plants that you are willing to donate to the table, the proceeds going to the club, they will be gladly 
accepted. 

 See you at the meeting.       Sue 

  
 

 
        Photos by:  Karen Willoughby & 
                             Polly Dunklin 
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Fresno Cactus & Succulent Society Board Meeting April 8, 2019 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m. by President Sue Haffner.  In attendance were: Rob Scott, Cindy Duwe, 
Polly Dunklin, Mary Drumheller, Craig & Michele Roberts, Fred Gaumer, Jim Brummel and myself, Karen 
Willoughby.  Absent were Marilyn Carter, Rosanna Rojas and Bill Gale. 

Officer Reports: 
 President:   
 Vice-President:  Rob Scott will be the speak in May and he will be speaking on Aloes. 
 Treasurer:  Michele gave a report on the club’s current financial status. 
 Affiliate Rep:  Fred encouraged attendance at the CSAA convention in San Luis Obispo this year. 

Old Business:   
 Bus Trip:  Cindy reported that the sign-ups were limited at this point.   
 April 13 Picnic:  Preparations were discussed.  The club will provide tri-tip. 
      Tables will be provided.  Bring a chair. 
 Storing tables at the church. 

New Business:   
 Webmaster:  Search is underway since Vicki Veen has resigned. 

Show & Sale:  Double tagging will be reinstated this year.  The need to save boxes and alternatives was  
                          discussed. 

Executive session issue 

Next board meeting is May 13th. 

If you would like further information on any of these subjects, please speak to a board member. 

Respectfully submitted, Karen Willoughby, Secretary. 
 

 
BOARD MEETING 

 
 The Board Meeting will be Monday, May 6th, 6 p.m. at 3733 North Sierra Vista, Fresno  

Any member is welcome to attend. 

 

 
BUS TRIP:  We've scheduled the bus trip for this month -- Saturday, May 25th. We'll go   
over to San Luis Obispo to see the Central Coast Cactus & Succulent Society's show and 
sale. Here's your opportunity to see a quality judged show, a week before our own event. 
It's not a long trip; we leave and return at convenient hours. It should be a fun day. 

But, first, we have to fill a bus! Your check for $45.00 will hold your seat. So far, we don't 
have enough on the list, so we need to hear from you. We have a cut-off date of May 11th, so bring your check 
to this meeting or get it to Cindy Duwe: cindyduwe@yahoo.com; 10790 E. Elkhorn Ave, Kingsburg CA 93631. 

 
       ~~~ ~~~ ~~~ 

The club has received a donation of succulents from Harold Noles, of Fresno, in memory of his wife,  
Janice Lynn Bonner. Mr. and Mrs. Noles have attended some of our events in the past. Right now, we haven't 
decided what to do with the plants. There are quite a few of them, including duplicates. I want to thank  
Larry Homan and Craig Roberts for transporting the plants and keeping custody of them.   Sue 

 

mailto:cindyduwe@yahoo.com
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY!   
Fred Gaumer (2nd); Vickie Veen (5th); 
 Mary Arellanez (10th); 
 Susan Nagles (13th);  
Kathleen Sebetka (15th);  
Charlie Nelson (23rd); Brian Nagles 
(24th); Connie Skelton (27th); 
Madeleine Mitchell (28th). 

          ~~~ 
NEW MEMBER:  Jo Ann Caufield (welcome back) 
 
           ~~~ 
Our sympathies go out to Marilyn Carter, whose 
mother passed away last month. 

    

 
WEBMASTER NEEDED!  

Our longtime webmaster, Vickie Veen, has notified 
us that she needs to relinquish her position. As you 

may know, Vickie and John relocated to Arizona 
last year. Where they live now their wi-fi can be iffy 

so Vickie felt it was time to retire. We all owe her 
an enormous vote of thanks for her years of 

conscientious and dependable service. 

This is an important position. We hope that one of 
you who know about web sites will step forward 
and take on this job. Get in touch with one of the 

officers if you think you can help. 
 

  

Invisible gloves: There is a skin cream called 
Invisible Glove, a protective hand coating. When 
applied correctly, it will keep dirt, grease, etc., from 
sticking to your hands, making it easy to wash off. 
It’s supposed to give the same protection as gloves, 
but without the loss of dexterity. 
 
                                        ~~~      

Don’t you hate it when you dig out that roll of 
masking tape and find that it’s all dried out? Try 
nuking it in the microwave for a few seconds. That 
should soften it and make it usable. 
                                        ~~~      

Also, here’s a use for those plastic bread tags: fold 
the end of the tape over one of these and your tape 
will be ready to use the next time you reach for it. 
 

 

EVENTS THIS MONTH 
 

May 4th: Water-Wise Plant Exchange Event,  
8 a.m. – 12 noon; Fresno State Horticulture 

Greenhouse Park. 
          ~~~ 
May 4-5: Sacramento Cactus & Succulent Society 
Show & Sale, Shepard Garden & Art Center, 3330 

McKinley Blvd, Sacramento; hrs: 9-6 both days. 
          ~~~ 
May 11, Santa Barbara Cactus & Succulent Society 

Show & Sale, Fellowship Hall, Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 909 N. La Cumbre Rd,  

Santa Barbara; hrs: 10 to 3. 

     ~~~ 
May 18-19, Carmichael Cactus & Succulent Society 

Show & Sale, Carmichael Park Clubhouse,  
5750 Grant Ave, Carmichael;  

hrs: Sat, 9-4, Sun. 9-2:30. 

          ~~~ 
May 25-26, Central Coast Cactus & Succulent 

Society Show & Sale, Ludwick Center,  
San Luis Obispo 

(more information elsewhere in this issue) 

          ~~~ 
And if you’re way out of town, like in Tucson, you 
might take in the Agave Heritage Festival, April 23 
to May 5th;  www.agaveheritagefestival.com  

     ~~~ 
Another tip from a discussion list: for some quick 
labels, cut up plastic bottles into 6-inch long strips. 
Use permanent Sharpie laundry markers to write 
names. You can make these more permanent by 
engraving information on the plastic label first, 
then scribbling permanent laundry pen ink over the 
text, making sure to work it into depressions. Use 
rubbing alcohol and paper towel to remove excess 
ink on the surface, leaving an inked, impressed 
name; then use a hair drier to heat the plastic. The 
ink will sink in, making it much more resistant. 

~~~ 
Views of the Border: The U.S.-Mexico border has 
been in the news lately. In 1979 the U.S. Geological 
Survey produced a series of 1:25,000 scale color 
image maps showing the entire border (205 
sheets). You can access them via the Library of 
Congress website: www.loc.gov/item/87691867/  

 

http://www.agaveheritagefestival.com/
http://www.loc.gov/item/87691867/
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APRIL BRAG TABLE (or, as Fred would have it, Table d'Brague): The following brought items to show off:  
Fred Gaumer (Haworthia koelmanniorum, H. koelmanniorum v. mcmurtryi, Neoporteria senilis, Gasteria 
batesiana, G. batesiana v. dolomitica, Adenia pechuelii); Brian Nagles (Albucca spiralis); Bill Gale (Euphorbia 
alfredii, Pachypodiums brevicaule, densiflorum and its variety brevicalyx, makayense, Hoodia rauschii); Sue 
Haffner (Euphorbia obesa hybrid); Jack Fleming (Euphorbia esculenta, E. flanaganii); Mark Muradian 
(Euphorbia persistans, Kalanchoe hybrid); Josefa Price (Tillandsia sp); Bruce Hargreaves (Velthemia bracteata); 
Dan Gale (Copiapoa hypogaea, C. cinera, Echinocreus lindsayi, Puna bonnieae, Pachypodium succulentum, 
Euphorbia francoisii, Adenium red and white double, and a variegated Ariocarpus.) Thanks to them all for their 
participation.  Aside from the photos here, you can check the club Facebook page for more pics of the plants. 

 
  

 

WORKSHOP REPORT: A group of 21 members crowded into Doris Hooton's kitchen for the April workshop. 
Bringing plants for show and tell were Eddie Etheridge, Karl Church, Sue Haffner, Jack Fleming, Nancy Jobin, 
Polly Dunklin, Bill Gale, Cindy Duwe, Ruth Saludes, Mary Drumheller and Dan Gale. We examined F and G 
genera: Ferocactus, Fockea, Frailea, Gibbaeum, Gasteria, Graptopetalum, Gymnocalycium, xGasteraloe. Of 
course, members also brought other plants, such as euphorbias, pachypodiums, astrophytums, etc. Dan also 
brought small Golden Barrel plants to give away. Thanks, Dan! 

Discussion topics covered favorite tips and tools. There was an extensive back-and-forth on how to clean 
calcium deposits off clay pots. The May workshop will be Wednesday, May 15th, at 3733 N. Sierra Vista. 
Genera in H, I and J. Discussion topic will be staging your plants for the show. 

 

 
 

 

   
 

 

 

Club access: President, Sue Haffner, 292-5624, sueh@mail.fresno.edu; Programs, Rosanna Rojas, 999-0017, 
rfrojas96@gmail.com; Treasurer, Michele Roberts, 646-5257, robertshowse@comcast.net; Editor, Sue Haffner, 292-
5264, sueh@mail.fresno.edu; Refreshments, Nancy Jobin; Librarian, Marilyn Carter, 977-6611,  
mkc3253@gmail.com; Webmaster, Vickie Veen, vickieveen@gmail.com; Sunshine, Carole Grosch, 323-8602, 
cgg266@comcast.net.  

 

 

Photos by: Cindy Duwe 

 
 

 
  

Photos by: 
Karen Willoughby 

mailto:sueh@mail.fresno.edu
mailto:rfrojas96@gmail.com
mailto:robertshowse@comcast.net
mailto:sueh@mail.fresno.edu
mailto:mkc3253@gmail.com
mailto:vickieveen@gmail.com
mailto:cgg266@comcast.net
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       ONLY ONE MONTH TILL THE ANNUAL SHOW & SALE!  
 

That also means we only have the May meeting left before the 
event. This is our last chance to get sign ups and pass out 
information. We are still in great need of volunteers and we have 
positions for everyone. I encourage every member to volunteer at 
least a couple hours to come help the club. You will have parking 
inside the fairgrounds, the club provides food, and will receive a 
gift for volunteering. You will have fun and learn a lot when 
volunteering, also great for getting to know other members. I truly 
hope we see every member down at the event this year.  

 
The positions we need filled are listed below: 

Check out- Using the iPad to “ring” customers up and take payments. The iPads work like a typical smart 
phone and very easy to use. Using a calculator type of program, you enter the prices and it will give you a total 
to charge. It’s simple and we train everyone.  

Packaging- Once customers purchase their plants we need people to help package the plants into paper/ 
plastic bags or boxes for the customer to take. 

Plant Hotel- This year we will have a large area dedicated to holding the plants that customers have already 
purchased. They can leave their new plants with us so they can go look at the show plants or even go buy 
more plants. We need someone to watch this area and help the customers. The member would put a 
numbered sticker on the box and a matching number sticker is given to the customer. This way the customer 
gets back the same plants they leave with us.  

Show Area Monitors- In the Show Plant Area no one is allowed to touch the show plants or bring plants into 
this area. We need people watching the entrance to stop anyone who may have their recently purchased 
plants with them and direct them to the Plant Hotel. Monitors will walk around or be seated in the Show Area 
to watch the plants, making sure no one is touching.  

Show Clerks- We need 4 Show Clerks at the start of Saturday morning. They would need to be at the 
Fairgrounds at 7:30am. These Show Clerks walk around assisting the judges during the judging. Placing 
ribbons, holding papers, etc.  

Don’t worry if you feel you don’t have the plant knowledge or skills to help. We all have different skills and are 
here to help each other.  

During the setup and take down of the event we need people that are able to stand up and move tables, place 
tablecloths, and help vendors unload/ pack.  

You can email or call Robert if you would like to volunteer. Sign-ups will be at the May meeting.  

We are also in need of tablet/ iPad with service that the club could use for the event. If you have one that 
we may borrow please let Robert know.  

I will also have more flyers, postcards, and business cards at the meeting. Please take as many as you can use. 
Give postcards to your family and friends. Take some to your church, clubs, classes, meetings, and doctor’s 
offices. It never hurts to ask if you can leave some cards. Post flyers in your neighborhood, local shopping 
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center, on community boards, and even by the drive thru at Starbucks. Anywhere you can think of, make it 
easy for you and able to remove once the event is over. Getting the word out is the only way we get 
customers. Please tell everyone you know and share on social media. 
                                   

PLANT SHOW 

Other than buying new plants this is the best part of the event. Showing your 
plants in our judged Plant Show! It’s a lot of fun showing off your favorite plants 
and all the hard work you do to keep them happy. You may even win a 
ribbon! Showing plants is open to all members and at all skill levels. Don’t worry 
if you think your plants are common or not show quality. We want you to show 
your plants as they are special to you.  
We have classes for Novice, Advanced and Open members. So even if you 
started growing plants 6 months ago there is a class for you. Judging of plants 
happens in their own classes so Novice won’t be up 
against Advanced entries.  It’s a really fun way to participate in a club event and 
get your feet wet.  

Novice- Members who have been showing for less than 5 years. If a Novice 
wins a Division award they are moved to the Advanced class the next year.  

Advanced- Showing for more than 5 years and/ or having won a Division award.  

Open- Only for nursery professionals, or persons earning a substantial income from the sale of plants.  

So, you’re interested in showing but are still a little nervous. Well don’t be, it’s all about having fun and being 
proud of your plants. Just need to get your plants ready to show! 

Don’t worry if you don’t have expensive pots, use the pots you have available. Pots can be plastic, terra cotta, 
ceramic or even stone. Pots just need to be clean and not broken. Wipe down or scrub pots to get dirt off. 
Even use Goo-gone for stubborn tag residue.  

Next is cleaning up the plant. Remove dead leaves, spider webs or anything else that takes away from its 
beauty. Clean up the top dressing by removing any weeds or debris. Can also add more top dressing to give a 
finished look.  
It’s really easy to make your plants look their best.  

Plants for the show will have to be delivered to the Fresno Fairgrounds on Friday, May 31, to be entered in. 
You have all day to enter them and lots of people to help with plant identification. It may sound like a lot to do 
but it’s really fun to participate. Members enjoy showing off their plants and I encourage all new members to 
enter their plants as well. You won’t be disappointed!  

Karen and I are here to help with any questions you may have. Don’t hesitate to contact us. We hope to  
see you at the May meeting and please find time to volunteer at our Show & Sale. The dates are Saturday, 
June 1st, 9am to 6pm and Sunday, June 2nd, 9am to 4pm.  

Thank you,  

Robert -  559-960-3665 , rob_scott85@yahoo.com   and Karen -   559-304-9219 , Pkatwillobee@gmail.com 

 

mailto:559-960-3665
mailto:rob_scott85@yahoo.com
tel:559-304-9219
mailto:Pkatwillobee@gmail.com
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Doris Hooton & Tom Meyer  

We always enjoy having people over,” Doris Hooton says on behalf of 
herself and her son, Tom Meyer.  

Doris and Tom have been members of FC&SS since 2004. They have been 
quick to lend a helping hand to the club when needed, in fact, several of the 
summer picnics have been held on their property. Their pop-up tent often 
provided shade for members when it was used outside for club functions, 
and just recently, the silent auction for Herb Thorne’s plants was held at 
their home. Tom helped to transport the plants.  

The landscaping of their property contains several different areas in order 
to grow plants as close as possible to their natural habitat. There is a full 

sun garden, rose garden, shade garden, an aloe garden, a greenhouse, a cold frame structure, the water 
container gardens, and houseplants.  

Doris was born and raised in the LA area and lived for a time in Balboa. “It was hard to 
move from the beach,” she says. “But now we’ve been in this house for 32 years.” Her 
career and a fondness for animals brought her to the Fresno area. She was employed 
by the state’s Animal Welfare and Health Department for twenty years then later in a 
federal position, doing the same type of work. She inspected animals, and went to 
airports to make sure they were transported safely. Because she was responsible for 
15 counties, she did a lot of traveling. She inspected the quality of care given by 
people registered to have dog kennels, catteries, and exotic animals. The pets, with 
the exception of reptiles and birds, came under her jurisdiction. “You can’t believe 
how many people in California own mountain lions,” she says. “Sometimes it was sad to see the way animals 
were kept, but in a lot of ways it was a fun job.”  

An ocelot was her first contact with an exotic pet. She went on to meet jaguars, yaks, camels, foxes, African 
lions, and even one man in Visalia who had tigers in the back of a truck. “They did have nice pens,” Doris 
remembers. “You don’t know what’s out there until you get involved.”  

One of Doris’ favorite succulents is the sanservieria; she likes the texture and patterns of the plant and grows 
various types in her home, along with several other types of houseplants. She likes water plants and grows 
them in outside tubs along with goldfish. Among their menagerie also are three dogs, two parrots (talking!), a 

desert tortoise, and a guinea pig.  

Tom was born in Redlands, CA, and later attended 
Reedley High School at the same time Paul Mitchell 
was teaching and coaching there. After graduation, 
Tom attended City College, and now works as a self 
employed carpenter. As well as maintaining his own 
property, he is the club caretaker of the Deutsch 
Garden and is there at least three times a week. 

“I’ve always liked cactus,” he says. “And I like to 
grow things that other people have had problems 
growing. It’s important to know how something is 
supposed to grow, what the conditions are, then 
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grow it that way.” He suggests checking out the garden departments of the big box stores, like Home Depot, 
Lowes, Wal-Mart, etc., just to see what they have. Often something slips in and you can find a real treasure.  

Growing up, his mother gardened. He also learned a lot about plants from 
extensive reading and from Mrs. Nichols who had a cactus wholesale 
nursery located on Hughes. After going to the club’s Show and Sale for the 
first time, he was back the next year to help set up the event.  

He built and customized his greenhouse by putting in motorized vents, 
heated flooring and a floor drain. “If you want to grow exotic plants, you 
need to know your limitations,” he says. He has helped several members in 
building their own greenhouse and continues to offer his help. Most of the 
plants in the greenhouse were grown by seed. A few specimens housed 
there Andromischus herrei, cyphostemma, Mammillaria Montrose, 
melocactus and pachypodium. The adenniums he grows are not hybridized 
and are grown with the caudex below the soil.  

“If you don’t lose plants, you aren’t really gardening,” is Tom’s philosophy.   
How true. Carol Grosch 

     ~~~   ~~~   ~~~ 
LOPHOCEREUS 

Species of Lophocereus are a conspicuous element of the desert vegetation 
of NW Mexico and Baja California and adjacent islands to the very SW edge of 
Arizona. Three species are currently recognized: gatesii, marginatus and schottii. 
Probably the best known is the type species, schottii. It was first described in 1855 by 
Arthur Schott during exploration of the Gadsden Purchase as part of the United 
States and Mexican Boundary Survey. The following year Engelmann named it Cereus 
schottii, in his honor. Some authorities refer these plants to Pachycereus, but they are 
better known as Lophocereus, established in 1909 by Britton and Rose. 

 
Plants form thickets, with few or many 

branches, the adult plants developing whisker-like 
spination on the upper stems; hence their 

common name “Senita”, or Old Man. Several small, pinkish flowers are 
produced at each areole. 

 
In 1930, Howard Gates discovered a large colony of monstrose forms of the 
species near El Arce in Baja California. In this form the ribs are lost in a confusion 
of irregular knobs and nose-shaped lumps, with the areoles reduced and 
usually spineless. Sometimes a monstrose plant will revert to its normal growth 
pattern. Each stem can assume a different shape. This monstrose form of the 
plant is popular with cactus growers, where it is known as Totem Pole Cactus.  
 
 Lophocereus schottii is suitable as a landscape plant in our area, though it is thought to be more frost 
sensitive than Pachycereus, for instance. I first saw one in Fred Deutsch’s cactus garden at his home on north 
Van Ness Avenue. It was planted against the south wall of the house and, as I passed by, I noticed the tiny pink 
flowers along the edges of the bristly stems. (The Deutsch Cactus Garden at the Discovery Center was established 
with plants from Fred Deutsch’s yard. The club will be visiting the garden later this year.) 
                                                                     Sue 
Reference: Lindsay, G. The genus Lophpcereus (1963) Cactus and succulent journal 35(6), p. 177-192. 
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