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Next meeting: Thursday, November 1, 2018; 7:00 p.m. (Doors open 6:30 p.m.)
Deaf & Hard of Hearing Service Center (DHHSC), 5340 North Fresno Street, Fresno

PROGRAM:

“ARTISTIC ASPECT OF GROWING SUCCULENTS”
PRESENTED BY: NICKI BRADFORD
We are pleased to have one of our “own” be our speaker this month.
Nicki will do a hands-on demo showing us the artistic aspect of growing
succulents. She will demonstrate how to make a succulent pumpkin.
This is a perfect time of year to show off fall colors and decorate with a
living centerpiece!

Nicki graduated with a degree in Biology, and worked in the financial
industry and software industry until her retirement in 2011. She became
a certified Master Gardener for Fresno County in 1993, and within the Master
Gardener Program has explored her interests in perennials, drought
tolerant plants, succulents, edible landscaping, sustainable landscaping, right plant in the right place,
trees, vermiculture, composting, and plant propagation.
She has served on the Master Gardeners’ Board of Directors, chaired the
2011 Spring Garden Tour, participated in plant clinics, worked on the MG
Hotline and has taught Adult Education Classes at the Garden of the Sun.
She also has an interest in photography and has done the publicity
photograph for the annual MG Spring Garden Tour for the for the past
seven years. She became a member of the Fresno Cactus and Succulent
Society in 2017.
This is the perfect time to get some great ideas for the upcoming holiday season.
Plants: Bill Gale, Dennis Anderson and Karl Church will have available for purchase.
~~ DINNER ~~
BJ’s Restaurant & Brewhouse
715 East Shaw Avenue
Fresno, (559) 570-1900
Menu

Begins promptly at 5:00 p.m.
Reservations under Fresno
Cactus Club. Members are
invited to attend.

Contact Rosanna by
Wednesday, October 31,
to make reservations:
Phone: (559) 999-0017
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FROM THE PREZ …
Hi, all,
Would you look at this: it’s November already. Where has the year gone? We still have a few
events to look forward to on our club calendar. Election of 2019 officers will occur at this meeting. Due
to a churn of officers last year, all the incumbents are still in office and have indicated they wish to serve
out their terms. Still, we will open the floor for nominations for any and all offices at this meeting.
In December we have our holiday potluck party, silent auction and officer installation. We need a few
people to step forward to help with this, as Rosanna will be unable to attend. We always have fun—and
great food—at this event. Make your plans to attend. We will have signup sheets at this meeting for the potluck.
I want to thank Karen Willoughby for helping me staff our information table at the Clovis
Botanical Garden on October 20th. We talked to a number of people and gave away succulent cuttings
and club information. Current and former club members stopped by. It was a nice day, not too hot or
windy. Madeleine Mitchell and Ruth Saludes were helping with the water-wise plant sale.
You may have noted, if you read the board minute summaries in the newsletter, that we have
been looking for a different meeting place. This is due largely to the DHHSC air conditioning, which some
members find inadequate. We are actively considering several venues. If any of you have a
recommendation about a place that can accommodate a group of our size (we normally set out 80
chairs), please bring it to our attention.
This should be a fun meeting. See you there, Sue

MYRON KIMNACH (1922-2018)
Myron Kimnach passed away September 21st at the age of 95. He was one
of the giants in the cactus and succulent world: botanist, horticulturist, author,
explorer and Director of the Huntington Botanical Gardens. He was a specialist in
succulents, palms and epiphytic cacti. After serving as Assistant Manager of the
UC Berkeley Botanic Garden from 1951 to 1962, he was hired by the Huntington
for a job he held for 25 years. He oversaw the establishment of many of the
specialized gardens and the construction of the Desert Conservatory. He retired
LA Times Obituaries
in 1987 but continued his research and writing. Over his lifetime he published
over 100 scientific papers, many describing new species or revising existing genera. In 2011 the Cactus &
Succulent Society of America established the Myron Kimnach Award for Lifetime Achievement. In 2017 a
new genus, Kimnachia, an epiphytic cactus, was named in his honor.
I became acquainted with Myron during my years on the CSSA board. He served as editor of the
Cactus and Succulent Journal from 1993 to 2003 and, of course, was present at board meetings. I think
we all appreciated his calm demeanor and dry wit.
Myron presented programs for our club in years past. The last time he came to Fresno he took
the train. It was in the spring and he enjoyed the ride through the blooming orchards. We put him up in a
motel on Blackstone that turned out to be a hangout for a biker gang—but he was philosophical about it.
Most who knew him remember him with great affection. Sue
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Fresno Cactus & Succulent Society Board Meeting Minutes - October 8, 2018
Called to order at 6:00 p.m. by President Sue Haffner. Present were the following: Jim Brummel,
Marilyn Carter, Craig & Michele Roberts, Fred Gaumer, Cindy Duwe, Rob Scott, Rosanna Rojas and myself,
Karen Willoughby. Absent was Bill Gale.
Officer Reports:
President: Sue reported that the Milhahn estate had left the club a number of old journals. It was decided
because of their age and condition that they be disposed. All were in agreement with this decision.
Vice-President: Rosanna talked about our upcoming programs. We will have a speaker demonstrating
succulent plantings in pumpkins at the November meeting and the yearly Christmas potluck is in December.
Treasurer: Michele explained the expenditures and income and balance of the bank account.
Affiliate rep: Nothing new to report.
Old Business:
Bus Trip: Because of a lack of a sufficient number of people signing up and paying for the trip, cancellation
of this year’s trip was discussed. A motion was made by Jim and seconded by Michele that we cancel the trip
this year and this was passed by acclamation.
Nominating committee: Rosanna reported on the current status.
Clovis Botanical Garden Event: Sue and Karen will represent the club at this event on 10/20 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Vacuum: This topic was again discussed and the decision to buy new equipment will be postponed at this time.
Standing rules revisions: This will be discussed at the November Board Meeting. We will be making
suggestions for changes at that time.
New Business: The 2019 Budget was discussed at length with revisions being made. Jim Brummel made a
motion to accept the budget and this was seconded by Cindy Duwe with approval by the board by acclamation.
If you would like further information on any of these items, please talk to any officer or board member.
Meeting was adjourned at 7:20. Next meeting will be November 5, 2018, same time and location.
Respectfully submitted, Karen Willoughby, Secretary.
BOARD MEETING
Monday, November 5th, 6 p.m., 3733 North Sierra Vista, Fresno
Board members will work on updating the Standing Rules.
Any member is welcome to attend.

2019 Nominations:
The slate of officers for 2019 will be the same as this year, as no board member
has been termed out. Nominations can still be made from the floor at this meeting.
The vote will follow.
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Sue Haffner (14th);
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SAY HELLO TO THESE NEW MEMBERS: Jessica
Delgado, Ralph Perez and Josie DeHart, all of Fresno.
~~~
We have name badges for the following:
Nicholas Wise, Carrie Wise, Jim Simpson,
Pat Schreyer and Josie DeHart.
~~~
A condolence card was sent
to Tom Meyer on the death
of his father.

FRESNO FAIR UPDATE
The following club members entered cacti and succulents in the 2018 Fresno Fair: Roz Tampone, Sue Haffner,
Rudy Rulloda, Bill Gale, Val McCullough and new member Josie DeHart. They all won at least one blue ribbon.
Bill Gale won Best Succulent with Euphorbia poissonii; he also won Sweepstakes in Succulents. Dwight Horiuchi
won Best Cactus with Opuntia pycnacantha; he also won Sweepstakes in Cacti. The display was very attractive
and I think the overall quality of the entries was quite high.
The following classes had no entries this year:
Class 7 (Aztekium, Obregonia, Pelecyphora, etc)
Class 24 (Lobivia, Acanthocalycium)
Class 33 (variegated cacti)
Class 37 (cactus collection, 5-10, same genus in 1 container)
Class 41 (Conophytum, Opthalmophyllum)
Class 48 (Fockea, Brachystelma)

Class 49 (Hoodia, etc)
Class 64 (Crassula, miniature sp)
Class 65 (Dudleya)
Class 81 (Dorstenia)
Class 82 (Calibanus, Nolina)

See, you could have entered one (or more) of these classes and won some ribbons (and premiums.) Give it a
thought for next year.
I want to thank Rudy Rulloda for wrangling the volunteers for Fair duty. He has written his own appreciation
below.
While this display is open to the general public, it has our name on it, and it’s a great advertisement for our
club and the hobby generally. Most of the entries are from our members. We have a vested interest in
maintaining its high quality.

POST-FRESNO FAIR EVENT
Now that the 2018 Big Fresno Fair is behind us and as Fresno Fair Exhibit Coordinator, I wish to express my
appreciation for the following club members and their guests for volunteering as plant monitors:
Dennis Anderson, Jan & Ed Armbruster, Cori & Greg Aunger, Carolee Clayton, Susan Cook, Bill & Dan Gale,
Sue Haffner, Larry Homan, Nancy Jobin, Val McCullough, Debbie McFarren, Linda Olivas, Domenic Ortiz,
Susan Rechkemmer, Rebekah Rogers, Rosanna & James Rojas, Roz Tampone, and Charlene Stebles.
Rudy Rulloda, Fresno Fair Exhibit Coordinator
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OCTOBER BRAG TABLE: It was Euphorbia Night last month, with a bunch of euphorbias being brought for
display. The exhibitors included Fred Gaumer, Karen Willoughby, Linda Lopez, Bill Gale, Jack Fleming, Brian
Nagles, Bruce J. Hargreaves, Mark Muradian, Oscar & Ana Ramirez, Eddie Etheridge and Roz Tampone.
Among the euphorbias were these species: platyclada, flanaganii, (Synadenium) grantii, cresmercii, primafolia,
morotii, viguerii, pugniformis, stellata, intremensis, sp. nova Greytown, crassipes, albrpollinifera, colliculina,
mahabobomensis, globosa, abdelkuri, columnaris, (Monadenium) schubei, (Pedilanthus) macrocarpus, horrida,
Leantapoda, cylindrifolia tubifera, poissonii, colliculina, hamata, hedyotoides and pedilanthoides. Also on
display: Mammillaria napina, Phyllobolus resurgens, Obregonia dnegrii, Haworthia marginata and Astrophytum
asterias ‘Superkabuto.’ Roz also brought one of her signature decorated pumpkins.
Thanks to all those who brought plants. Let’s bring winter growers this time, if you can, or your
own decorated gourds. Hey, in honor of the day, why not bring one of those skull planters.

Photos:
Karen
Willoughby
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OCTOBER WORKSHOP: Last month we showed off plants in genera that begin with S or T. Bringing plants for
discussion were Eddie Etheridge, Sue Haffner, Bill Gale, Jack Fleming, Dennis Anderson, Karl Church,
Polly Dunklin, Tom Meyer, Mary Drumheller and Dan Gale. We looked at Senecio, Sinningia, Sansevieria,
Sulcorebutia, Strombocactus, Trichodiadema, Turbinicarpus, Thelocactus, Tylecodon and Tumamoca. Also
brought were Ferocactus, Euphorbia, Adenium, Othonna, Lithops, Lapidaria, Ariocarpus and Aloe. Polly
showed her “survivor” adenium, a specimen that survived the removal of a big rotten spot and healed over.
Mary asked for advice about growing “String of Pearls”. Nobody had any except, “water more.” Jack brought
cuttings of Peperomia nivalis and Xerosicyos danguyi to share. Dan brought small plants of Adenium arabicum
‘Shada’ to give away. Thanks to them.
The November workshop will be Wednesday, Nov. 21st, 6 p.m., at 3733 N. Sierra Vista. We will finish the
alphabet, U – Z, and the discussion topics will be winter growers and preparations for winter.

Photos by
Cindy Duwe

~~~
COCHEMIEA: A BAJA ENDEMIC
Cochemiea is a small genus of cacti native to Baja California Mexico and some
adjacent islands. The genus is a misspelled tribute to the native people of the
region, the Cochimi..
It was established in 1897 by Katherine Brandegee as a subgenus of
Mammillaria. In 1899 F.A. Walton gave it the status of a genus, and this was
endorsed by Britton and Rose in their major work, “The Cactaceae”. The
controversy has continued to this day. Contemporary DNA work has confirmed
that Cochemiea should stand as a genus.
Generally described, these plants are branched, with many erect or
prostrate elongated stems with distinct tubercles spirally arranged. The central
spine is hooked or straight.
The plants are found at low altitudes, from sea level to about 1800 meters, often in full sun, but also
under bushes, on rocky cliffs in canyons or on sandy or silty alluvial plains. Habitat plants show an untidy
form, with stems spreading every which way.
Three species and two subspecies are recognized: halei, pondii, pondii ssp maritima, pondii ssp
setispina and poselgeri. C. poselgeri (illus. opposite) has by far the widest distribution and is the most likely
found in collections. The other four have limited distributions which do not overlap. C. halei is considered
endangered on the mainland but is still found on Isla Margarita and Isla Magdalena.
All the species have brilliant red, bird-pollinated flowers.
(Illus. from “Mammillaria” by John Pilbeam (1999), wherein he was awaiting the DNA work of Wallace and
Butterworth.) Sue
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A BEQUEST
Longtime former club member Blanche Milhahn passed away in
September. As she had left the club a bequest in her will, I was notified by
the executor of her estate, too late for the October newsletter. In a
handwritten will of 2001, she left her reaming plants, both potted and in
the ground, to the club, along with pots, tools and other items pertaining
to the hobby.
As the executor wanted to get the plants dispersed as soon as
possible because no one would be watering or caring for them, I
announced at the October meeting that members could come by the
house the following Saturday. So, on October 6th, a good crowd showed up
to rescue the plants, dig up rocks and look through an old shed to see if it
contained anything of interest. It took considerable effort to dig up the old
barrel cacti and agaves, but just about everything was taken to a new
home.
Blanche’s parents, William and Glenn Milhahn, were among the founders of this club back in 1965. Mr.
Milhahn was the true cactophile. He joined CSSA back in 1936, and used to sell plants from his home. He
passed away in 1969, so I never met him, but I was well acquainted with Blanche and her mother. When I
joined FC&SS in the mid-1970s Blanche was the Treasurer. She and her mother had frequent plant sales at
their home, so I was witness to the greenhouse full of plants, some of them with Mr. Milhahn’s labels
indicating they had been either collected or grown from seed back in the 1930s.
In the 1990s Blanche became active in the Lowell/Jefferson Neighborhood Association. She was
involved in community affairs and was on a first name basis with politicians and other prominent people. She
let her club membership lapse but didn’t forget about us, as she still called me to come by and get plants and
pots for our club sales.
She was the last Milhahn to reside in the family home at 421 N. Diana. Her grandparents, Danish
immigrants, had established the home over a century ago.
The photo accompanying this article (courtesy of Ruth Ratzlaff) shows Blanche in 1994 dressed as a
hippie for a Woodstock party (she didn’t normally wear a headband.)
Blanche was a smart, interesting person. Anyone who met her would remember her, and we are
grateful for her generosity. Sue

Club access: President, Sue Haffner, 292-5624, sueh@mail.fresnostate.edu; Programs, Rosanna Rojas, 999-0017,
rfrojas96@gmail.com; Treasurer, Michele Roberts,645-5257, robertshowse@comcast.net; Editor, Sue Haffner, 2925624, sueh@mail.fresnostate.edu; Refreshments, Nancy Jobin, Librarian, Marilyn Carter, 977-6611,
mkc3253@gmail.com; Webmaster, Vickie Veen, vickieveen@gmail.com ; Sunshine, Carole Grosch, 323-8602,
cgg266@comcast.net .
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OCTOPUS AGAVE
The Octopus Agave, Agave vilmoriniana, is a distinctive
and valuable landscape plant.
It forms a moderately large, solitary rosette, usually
reaching 3 to 4 feet tall and 4 to 6 feet across. It has deeply
guttered, arching, frequently twisting light to medium green
leaves. It blooms sooner than other agaves, as quickly as 5 to 8
years. It puts up a spire of golden yellow flowers, and forms
offsets, called bulbils, on the bloom stalk. The bulbils are all
clones with the same genetic makeup as the parent plant. They
can be detached and propagated.
The native habitat of the Octopus Agave is eastern Sonora,
Mexico, where it grows on cliffs between 2000 and 5500 ft
altitude. Greg Starr, in his book “Agaves”, writes: “Take Mexico Highway 16 east out of Hermosillo, through
the foothills of the Sierra Madre Occidental towards the town of Yecora. As you snake your way along the
narrow, two lane road … remember to occasionally look for these beautiful plants growing precariously on the
steep canyon walls and vertical road cuts, and envision creating a large canyon in your yard peppered with
these marvelous plants and their long drooping leaves.”
The picture above is from Jeff Moore’s book “Aloes & Agaves in Cultivation”, where it appeared with
some views of the plant in bloom. In the caption Jeff wrote: “[T]he occupant of the house remarked on how
amazingly fast the bloom appeared and grew, but was disappointed when I told her that this was now a dead
plant standing. But it is such a botanical marvel to watch these flowers unfold and keep the bees busy that it is
okay to view this agave as a temporary and replaceable plant in the landscape. You can try to harvest the
bulbils (if they form) or just support your local nursery and buy another one.”
Recently, a caller to the Master Gardener’s
help line asked what was wrong with her plant
and included the pictures on the right. As you
can see, it’s an agave and what appear to be
offsets or smaller accompanying plants also with
bloom stalks. It’s not unusual that the blooming
of an agave can trigger blooming in its offsets.
She also included a close-up of the bloom
stalk showing the growth of bulbils. This led to
the tentative identification as Agave vilmoriniana.
The caller asked if the plant would grow
back. No, sadly, it will have to be replaced.
Sue

