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NEXT MEETING: Thursday, June 1st., 7:00 p.m. (Doors open at 6:30 p.m.)
Deaf and Hard of Hearing Service Center (DHHSC), 5340 North Fresno Street, Fresno

Presentation:

“Hiding in Plain Sight: A New Cactus Species From
the California Desert”
Presented by:

Michelle Cloud-Hughes

Cylindropuntia chuckwallensis is a newly-described cactus found in San
Bernardino, Riverside, and northern Imperial Counties, California.
Michelle’s presentation will describe how this historically-misidentified
cholla was determined to be a distinct new species and the characteristics
that distinguish it from similar cholla species. This presentation will provide detailed information on
where to see the “chucky cholla” as well as many other intriguing succulents in the same areas.
Michelle Cloud-Hughes is a botanist and restoration ecologist
specializing in desert flora and ecosystems. She worked for the Soil
Ecology and Restoration Group at San Diego State University from
1997 to 2013 and spent most of those years doing restoration work
in the central Mojave Desert at Fort Irwin National Training Center.
In 2010 she started her company, Desert Solitaire Botany and
Ecological Restoration, and since then she has been involved in many
rare plant surveys and other botanical and restoration projects throughout the southwestern U.S. Her
main love and research focus is Cylindropuntia, but she is also fascinated by other cactus, particularly
Echinocereus, Grusonia, Pediocactus, and occasionally even Opuntia.

~ DINNER ~
BJ’s Restaurant & Brewhouse
715 East Shaw Avenue
Fresno (559) 570-1900
bjsrestaurant.com/menu

Begins promptly at 5:00 p.m.
Reservation under Fresno
Cactus Club
Members are invited to attend.

Contact Rosanna Rojas by Wednesday
May 31st to make reservations.
Phone: (559) 999-0017
Email: rfrojas@gmail.com
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FROM THE PREZ …
Hi, all,
Well, it looks like summer temperatures are here—at least temporarily. It’s always a challenge to help
your plants transition to the heat and the intensity of the sun. No matter how many years you’ve been in the
hobby you can still find yourself with a sun-burned cactus. In addition, some growers have lost plants this
year due to the unusually rainy weather and the yo-yo temperatures. It has been hard to know whether to
string up shade cloth or cover plants from the rain. We all live and learn, don’t we?
“If you are not killing plants, you are not really stretching yourself as a gardener” – J.C. Raulston. James
Chester “J.C.” Raulston (1940-1996) was a legendary horticulturist and teacher who established the J.C.
Raulston Arboretum and Botanical Garden at North Carolina State University, Raleigh. He was revered by
many, including Tony Avent of Plant Delights Nursery.
This newsletter includes the preliminary Show Schedule and Show Rules for our judged show
September 9-10. Please look them over and bring any questions to the meeting. They can still be tweaked a
bit. Many thanks to Ann Bierbower for spearheading the effort to get these documents prepared well in
advance of the event.
While we’re thanking people, I want to again thank Jeff and Marilyn Carter for opening their garden to
us at the end of April. It was a beautiful day and their well-tended garden was ablaze with flowers.
Everything thing that could bloom was blooming.
What’s new in your collection? It’s a new growing season so why not try some new plants? I was
pleased to find Agave ‘Blue Glow’ at Lowe’s a couple of weeks ago. I’d been looking for that plant for some
time. Also, I was looking over new cacti and succulents at OSH the other day and was interested to see
copiapoas and neoporterias included among the small cacti. I don’t recall ever before seeing those genera in
big-store garden shop offerings. Keep your eyes open!
See you at the meeting, Sue

52nd CSSA ANNUAL SHOW AND SALE - JUNE 30- JULY 2, 2017
The Huntington Library, Art Collection and Botanical Gardens
1151 Oxford Road, San Marino, CA. 626.405.3504
NOTE: The location of the Show has been changed to the Botanical Center (#4 on the HBG map) which is NE of
the Conservatory and Children's Garden. Cacti will be displayed in Banta Hall (along with the Membership &
Information Tables) and Succulents will be found in the Ahmanson Classroom.
Free admission for CSSA Members and C&S Society members.
NOTE to C&S Club members: For free admission to the show you must wear your C&S club name tag AND a
special sticker issued by your society's CSSA representative or by contacting the Show Chairperson Barbara
Hall at818-368-6914 or lbcjhall@aol.com. Hundreds of award-winning plants will be on view as the Cactus and
Succulent Society of America presents its 52nd annual show and sale. Rare specimens from around the world
will be showcased, including plants native to Mexico, Chile, Argentina, Botswana, Madagascar, and the Middle
East. The juried competition will also include categories for photography, painting, crafts, and dish gardens.
Plants and related items will be on sale.
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FRESNO CACTUS & SUCCULENT SOCIETY BOARD MEETING MINUTES, MAY 8, 2017
Meeting called to order at 6:02 p.m. by President Sue Haffner. Present were: Rob Scott, Ann Bierbower, Michele
and Craig Roberts, Rosanna Rojas, Dennis Anderson, Fred Gaumer, Mary Drumheller, Susan Cook and myself, Karen
Willoughby.
President: Reported that Don Winton had resigned as board member. The board will be recruiting his replacement.
Vice-President: Rosanna had the sign-up sheet for the club picnic for us to add to in case we missed it at the
meeting. Michelle Cloud Hughes will be the speaker for June. The club will have to provide sales plants since she will
not be bringing any.
The club will supply tri-tip, table service, iced tea at water at the picnic. Members are encouraged to bring their own
chairs and food to share. There will also be a silent auction, so please consider bringing a plant or related item for
this fundraising event in conjunction with the picnic.
Secretary: No report.
Treasurer: Rob reported that the club bank balance was $7,395.56. The final payment needs to be mailed to Classic
Charter and a check was presented to Michelle Roberts for this purpose.
The show schedule was passed out to members. The show rules were presented to the members also. A motion
was made by Rob and seconded by myself to accept the show schedule and rules even if amendments need to be
added in the future. Accepted by acclamation.
The sale and vendor form was passed around to members. The is the form used in the past and was accepted by
acclamation. Rob is working on getting enough iPads to use for checkout and an updated chip-enabled Square device.
Ann discussed the proposed budget for the show. The show schedule and show rules will be distributed to members
when finalized.
Meeting adjourned by President Sue Haffner at 7:30 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Karen Willoughby, Secretary

BOARD MEETING: MONDAY, JUNE 5TH, 6:00 P.M., AT 3733 NORTH SIERRA VISTA.
Board members should attend; all club members are welcome.

Club access: President, Sue Haffner, 292-5624, sueh@mail.fresnostate.edu ; Programs, Rosanna Rojas,
999-0017, rfrojas96@gmail.com ; Treasurer, Robert Scott, 960-3665, Rob_scott85@yahoo.com; Editor,
Sue Haffner, 292-5624, sueh@mail.fresnostate.edu ; Refreshments, Marian Orvis, 226-0145,
mforvet@comcast.net ; Librarian, Madeleine Mitchell, 638-2784, madeleine43@comcast.net ; Webmaster,
Vickie Veen, vickieveen@gmail.com ; Sunshine, Carole Grosch, 323-8602, cgg266@comcast.net .
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY: Henry Coggan (9th);
Charlene Stebles (12th);
Frank Orvis (13th);
Stephanie Bracamonte (14th);
Larry Holman (21st);
Antoinette Phillips (28th);
Sue Loucks (29th).
~~~
SAY HELLO TO THESE NEW MEMBERS:
Henry Coggan, Clovis
Brian and Susan Nagles, Sanger
Rachel Bermio, Fresno
Christeen Abbott Hearns, Kingsburg
Nicki Bradford, Fresno
~~~
COMING EVENTS
June 10-11, San Francisco Succulents & Cactus
Society Show & Sale, San Francisco County Fair
Bldg. 1199 9th Ave; hours, 9 to 5 both days;
www.sfsucculent.org
June 10-11, Los Angeles Cactus & Succulent
Society Show & Sale, Sepulveda Garden Center,
16633 Magnolia Blvd, Encino;
www.lacss-show.com
June 10-11, Los Angeles Fern and Exotic Plant
Show & Sale, Los Angeles County Arboretum,
301 N. Baldwin Ave, Arcadia;
hours, 9-4 both days; www.laifs.org
June 30-July 2, Cactus & Succulent Society of
America Show & Sale, Huntington Botanical
Garden. See elsewhere in this issue
~~~
New in the club library: “The Bold dry garden:
lessons from the Ruth Bancroft Garden” by
Johanna Silver. This is a large format volume,
gorgeously illustrated, with a lot of information
about establishing a succulent garden.
Free book, if you can find it: “At home with
succulents”, by Ken Altman. This full-color, 27
page book has been available free of charge
from Home Depot stores, while supplies last.
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MAY BRAG TABLE: Bill Gale brought Dorstenia
gigas and Pachypodium baronii windsori; Fred
Gaumer showed Pachypodium saundersi
‘Compactum’ and Neoporteria senilis; Madeleine
Mitchell brought Haworthia truncata ‘Lime Green’;
Bruce Hargreaves exhibited Plectranthus socotranus,
which is endemic to Soqotra, the name meaning in
Arabic “smelly thing” (it’s supposed to keep fleas
off); Jill Heckroth brought Mammillaria bocensis.
Thanks to all of them.

Photos by
Karen Willoughby

~~~
CLUB WORKSHOP: We had a lively workshop on
May 17th at the Betty Rodriguez Library. The
following brought plants for show and tell: Jack
Fleming, Doris Hooton, Cindy Duwe, Ann Bierbower,
Dennis Anderson, Sue Haffner, Mary Drumheller,
Dan Gale and Bill Gale. We looked at haworthias, a
haemanthus, islayas, Hildewinteria colademononis,
an escobaria, an echinopsis with gorgeous blooms,
a hoya, Ariocarpus hintonii, Euphorbia alfredii and
Abrometiella brevifolia. Jack and Bill brought a
number of grafted plants, as that was the discussion
topic, and Bill talked about grafting techniques.
(Remember that you can enter your grafted plants
in our show in September. (The show rules and
schedule are elsewhere in this issue.)
Dan gave away small plants of Portulaca floccosa
and Pachypodium saundersii ‘Compact’, as well as
some nice strawberries. Thanks, Dan!
The June workshop will be Wednesday, June 21st,
6 p.m., at the Betty Rodriguez Library, 3040 N.
Cedar. Genera for study are those in J-K-L.
Discussion topic: what’s new in your collection. All
members are welcome
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CLUB PICNIC: An enthusiastic group of club members
and friends made the trek down to Kings County to
Mark Muradian’s and Patty Miller’s home for our annual
picnic. It was a great day—a bit on the warm side—and
everyone enjoyed the good food and company. The
gardens around the property keep changing as new
areas are planted, more yard art is added and more
amazing rocks line the pathways. Patty’s sunflowers
are extraordinary—but, then, we’ve known for a long
time that Mark has “magic dirt”on the property
(courtesy of the Kings River.) We missed the big flush
of trichocereus/ echinopsis flowering, but enough plants were in bloom to
provide a nice show. The saguaros were blooming and even the big
Pachycereus had buds and open flowers, which Mark said was unusual.
The silent auction wasn’t very silent, as there was a lot of competition over one
item--the box of rocks that Mark and Patty contributed. Thanks to the donors
and bidders, the auction brought in $165.
As always, we thank Mark and Patty for their exceptional hospitality.
Everyone seemed to have a great time.

PUYA ALPESTRIS
Marian Orvis’ brother, Richard Tatman,
forwarded these photos of Puya alpestsris
blooming in his yard in the San Gabriel area.
This is a very interesting plant, a terrestrial
bromeliad, native to the arid highlands of
Chile. Dick wrote: “I planted the puya as a
one-gallon plant when I first moved onto
the property in June 1961. It’s growing in
decomposed granite & it took about 30 years before the first blooms.”
The “Sunset garden book” says this plant is more properly called Puya berteroniana, though you will find
the plant labeled with either name. The massive flower clusters, resembling giant asparagus stalks as
they develop, grow from a crowded clump of 2’ long, 1” wide sword-like gray-green leaves with sharp
tips and edges. The flower cluster can reach 4 to 6 feet in height, blooming from late April to early June.
Each cluster has 2” bell-shaped flowers, metallic blue-green and steely turquoise, accented with vivid
orange anthers. The overall impression of this display has been described as “unearthly.”
You can find references to the plant being monocarpic, this is, it blooms once and dies. That’s true of
that branch, but most bromeliads will branch after blooming, though it may take many years for a new
branch to mature to blooming size.
The plant is hardy to 20 degrees and requires very little irrigation once established
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EPIPHYTIC CACTUS CULTURE
So you have those “orchid cactus” cuttings the grower gave you.
What do you do with them now? First, experts in these plants dip their
cuttings in a rooting compound, such as Rootone™ to accelerate root
development. Let the cuttings sit in a shaded place for a week or more
so the cut ends will callus. Plant the cuttings an inch or more into the
potting mix so that an areole on each side is below the soil line. It is from
these areoles that new growth will start. You may need to tie the cuttings
loosely to stakes for support if they tend to fall over.
A potting mix for epiphytic cacti should be loose, with enough coarse
material to keep it from compacting and to provide good drainage. It
should allow water to drain freely so that the mix does not become soggy.
To a good purchased potting soil you might add small bark, perlite and leaf
mold. Add a pinch of a good all-purpose fertilizer to each pot.
You should plant your cutting in a 3 ¼ to 4 inch pot. Unless it becomes topheavy, the plant can stay in this small container for some time. After you
have potted the cuttings, do not water. Until roots have formed, the
cuttings cannot take up water and may rot. After a week or two begin to
mist or sprinkle lightly. Begin to water gradually and when you’re sure that
roots have formed do not let your epi plants dry out completely. If a cutting
should start to rot, cut off the rotted area, dip it in the rooting compound,
let it callus for a week and then repot.
Epiphytic cacti grow best in shaded areas where they get morning sun. They prefer a slightly acid
growing mix. Do not overwater these plants but don’t let them get completely dry either. Most eip
growers use a slow release fertilizer in June and September and a low nitrogen fertilizer in January. The
plants can take hot weather if shaded but are sensitive to cold temperatures. Most bloom March
through June but some varieties will have flowers at other times of the year. Snails find them delicious.
Most epiphytic cacti are native to rainforests and cloud forests of Central and South America at
altitudes of 900 to 1500 meters. They’re called epiphytic because they don’t grow in the ground but are
found on trees and rocks, places where organic material has accumulated. Among the better known
genera are Schlumbergera, Epiphyllum, Rhipsalis and Aporocactus. Common names are “Christmas
Cactus”, “Thanksgiving Cactus”, “Orchid Cactus”, “Jungle Cactus” and “Rattail Cactus.” There are many
spectacular hybrids in cultivation.
Sue

COOL YOUR POTS: Richard Smith, a local bulb grower, says that if you whitewash your black plastic pots
you can reduce the temperature of the soil and root zone by 25° in summer. It’s easy to forget how hot
pots can get when they’re in the full sun in the summer. It’s not a bad idea to try to insulate pots by
double potting or otherwise shielding them from the direct sun.
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Q & A Session on Show Schedule and Rules:
The Show Chairman will be available at 6:15 in the DHHSC lobby
before the meeting to go over the schedule and rules with any
interested members. These will be for show
matters only; sale rules are still being formulated.
Thanks,
Sue
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