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NEXT MEETING: See below.

ANNUAL MEMBERS’ SALE NIGHT
~

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC ~
Thursday, September 1st

Deaf & Hard of Hearing Service Center (DHHSC)
5340 North Fresno Street, Fresno
Open to members and the public: 6:30 p.m.
(Vendor set-up:

6:00 – 6:30 p.m.)

Join us for this annual special
program event. Many of our
members will be selling their
plants, pottery, books, garden
decorations and other hobby
related items.
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FROM THE PREZ …
Hi, all,
September is our Members’ Sale Night, an exciting and busy time. We have a large number of
vendors this year, so we need to observe some rules:
Vendors will be setting up their tables from 6 to 6:30 p.m.; no customers—club members or
public—will be allowed in before 6:30. People will be posted at the doors to enforce this. We can
use all the DHHSC tables; there are 10 long tables and 13 round ones; if vendors have their own
tables, they are encouraged to bring them. In fact, if any of you have a folding table of any size, you
might bring it in case someone can use it.
Because of the number of vendors, space is at a premium and may have to be limited. Rob is
working on a room layout. Some vendors may have to be outside on the sidewalk.
Club sale table: the proceeds of this table go entirely to the club, so we are always looking for
donations of plants and plant related items. The plants should be clean, pest-free and things you
think someone would buy; healthy cuttings are also welcome.
Those who are bringing refreshments should bring them in at 6:30.
If there are any questions, get in touch with me or Rob.
On another subject, we need to get a Nominating Committee together to come up with a list of
2017 officer candidates. If you are asked to serve, please consider doing so. For years we’ve been
recycling the same individuals into and out of offices; it’s not good for the club. New blood and new
ideas are needed!
The Fresno Fair is on the horizon. Sept. 10th and 12th are deadlines for registering your
entries. Things will be a bit different in the Floriculture Building this year, as no commercial
vendors will be in there. Jennifer Waite and her staff are working on new configurations for the
plant displays. Also, those of you who have photo i.d. badges need to have your photos taken again.
(You can get a badge to get onto the fairgrounds at any time during the Fair, but you need to
commit to doing multiple tours of duty as a monitor of the cactus and succulent display.) Rudy will
have signup sheets and other information Thursday night.
How did you first get interested in succulents? Would you consider writing about it for the
newsletter? Or contributing an article on some other gardening subject? I think it’s important to
have various voices in Cactus Corner news. Let me know.
Just an update: we had tentatively scheduled a silent auction for the October meeting, but the
board has agreed that we will have, instead, a sale of the plants the club purchased from the grower
in Coarsegold (information elsewhere in this newsletter.) We will have our usual silent auction at
the Holiday party in December.
As the days get shorter, you are seeing your winter-growing succulents start to push into
growth. Even though it’s been so hot for so long, with air too bad for a lot of us to work outside in
the afternoons, the plants heed the cues of day length and angle of sunlight and know it’s time to get
growing. Keep an eye on them; water when they need it.
Hope to see you at the sale,
Sue
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FRESNO CACTUS & SUCCULENT SOCIETY BOARD MEETING
AUGUST 8, 2016
President Sue Haffner called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
Attendance: Rosanna Rojas, Vice President; Cindy Duwe, Secretary; Fred Gaumer, CSSSA
Affiliate Representative; Polly Dunklin, Board Member; Mary Drumheller, Board Member; Tom
Meyer, Board Member; Ann Bierbower, Board Member; Carole Grosch, Board Member; Karen
Willoughby, Board Member. Guest: James Rojos. Absent: Robert Scott, Treasurer
Officer Reports:
Sue informed the Board that she ordered 14 gift pots from Tony Sharp.
Rosanna Rojas informed the Board that we need someone to set up the laptop and the digital
projector for the October meeting. Madeleine Mitchell will be showing the DVD, “Beauty lies in
details: colors & shapes of Mexican succulents”. There will also be a Silent Auction that night.
Sue reported the club has $11,654.74 in the club account
Old Business:
Karen Willoughby reported that there are 24 people going on the Bus Trip on Saturday, August 13,
2016. She is bringing ice, an ice chest and water. Sue will send an e-mail to the participants before
the day of the trip.
Member’s Sale Night will be held at the DHHSC at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, September 1, 2016.
Thirteen members signed up to sell at the Member’s Sale. Robert Scott is doing the floor plan. Polly
is printing post cards to mail to approximately 500 people. Polly will have printed 500 club
information flyers.
Six people signed up to bring refreshments to the Member’s Sale Night.
There is a possibility of a new Opportunity chairman at the October meeting.
New Business:
Volunteers for the Nominating Committee are needed. The committee consists of one Board
Member and two general members.
Sue informed the Board that some of the Standing Rules need to be brought into compliance with
the current club activities.
Sue informed the Board that the Garden Club and the Green Thumb Club from Oakhurst have
requested speakers from our club on September 9 and November 21, 2016. This item will be
discussed further.
Board Meeting: The Board Meeting will take place on Monday, September 12, 2016 at the home
of Tom Meyer and Doris Hooton at 6:00 p.m. The address is 3733 N. Sierra Visa, Fresno, CA
Work Shop: The Work Shop will take place on Wednesday, September 21, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. at
the home of Tom Meyer and Doris Hooton. The address is 3733 N. Sierra Vista, Fresno, CA
Respectfully submitted,
Cindy Duwe, Secretary
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COMING EVENTS
th

Jack Fleming, Susan Ludwig (11 );
Susan Cook (12th); Polly Dunklin (20th);
Rebekah Carlson(23rd); Linda Olivas (24th);
Mike Perez (26th); Judy Nibler (27th);
Roz Tampone (28th); Polly Hargreaves (29th);
Sean Glitch(30th).
~~~

SAY HELLO TO THIS NEW MEMBER:
Helen Walls, Fresno
~~~

Visitors last month: Nicki Bradford, Helen Walls,
Carol Ayers and Marilyn Buller.
~~~

Sunshine cards have been sent to Polly Dunklin
and Craig Roberts.
~~~

Roster change: Fred Gaumer’s phone number is
559-642-2500.
~~~

Karl Church has 3/8” red lava rock and 3/8”
pumice for sale. The lava rock is $10.00 per 5gallon bucket, and the pumice is $8.00 for the
same amount. Get in touch with Karl if you’re
interested: 64kkmjr@gmail.com; 559-639-3566.
~~~

The club library will not be available this
month, due to the sale. Hang onto your books
for another month. You won’t be charged any
overdue fee for this month.

September 3rd: 2016 Huntington Succulent
Symposium, Huntington Botanical Gardens,
San Marino CA; 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; speakers,
plant sales, lunch included with registration.
(Ordinarily, there is publicity available by now,
listing speakers and topics, but none is available
yet. For more information, call 626-405-3504.)
September 23-24 (Friday & Saturday): 6th
Annual Succulent Extravaganza, Succulent
Gardens, 2133 Elkhorn Rd, Castroville;
“Succulents in Situ”: speakers, tours,
demonstrations, sales. For more information:
831-632-0482; www.sgplants.com
October 1-2, Monterey Bay C&S Society Fall
Show & Sale, San Juan Bautista Community
Hall, 10 San Jose St, San Juan Bautista;
hours, Sat. 9-5; Sun. 9-4.
For more information: 831-758-6645.
~~~

While you’re on the Huntington’s website,
checking for symposium information
(www.huntington.org) scroll down and click on
their blog, Verso, for an article on how the
Huntington acquired some of the vast succulent
collection of the late Gerald Barad, Flemington,
NJ. He was a legendary plant hunter
and collector. To go there directly:
www.huntingtonblogs.org/2016/08/prizedsucculents/

BOARD MEETING - MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 6:00 P.M.,
3733 N. Sierra Vista, Fresno.
All members are welcome to attend; board members should attend.

Club access: President, Sue Haffner, 292-5624, sueh@mail.fresnostate.edu; Programs, Rosanna Rojas, 999-0017,
rfrojas96@gmail.com; Treasurer, Robert Scott, 960-3665, Rob_scott85@yahoo.com; Editor, Sue Haffner, 292-5624,
sueh@mail.fresnostate.edu; Refreshments, Marian Orvis, 226-0145, mforvet@comcast.net; Librarian, Madeleine Mitchell,
638-2784, madeleine43@comcast.net; Webmaster, Vickie Veen, , vickieveen@gmail.com; Sunshine, Carole Grosch,
323-8602, cgg266@comcast.net .
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Bus trip wrap-up: The bus trip went off without a hitch this year. Everyone got to the bus when they
were supposed to (4:30 a.m.!) and we left Fresno on time. After a stop at Bakersfield to pick up a
passenger, we hurtled the Grapevine and got to the L.A. Arboretum early. As we were a big group, we (and
the group bussed in by the Central Arizona C&S Society) got in about 10 minutes before the general public.
That meant that we got to ravage the plant sale before it became unbearably crowded.
The show plants inside Ayers Hall were amazing, as always. We saw other club members there, who had
come down to the event on their own. After we stowed our purchases on the bus we headed for the
Cactus Mart in Fillmore to see what we could find there. And just about everyone found something to buy.
After a dinner stop in Lebec and another stop at Bakersfield to let off the passenger, we got home while it
was still light enough to get all our plants out of the bus bays and stashed in our cars. Many thanks to
Karen Willoughby for taking care of all the details, and to our driver Leo, who was terrific. Sue

Lithops photo
on left by
Karen
Willoughby.
Other photos
by Mary Ann
Villegas.

~~~~~~~~~~
On August 13th we were contacted by a man in
Coarsegold, saying that he had a bunch of cacti and
succulents to sell cheap. He said that he and his wife
had in the past helped Ann Shein out at her nursery in
Marina, and that he had gotten a lot of the plants
from her. Fred Gaumer went over to investigate then
contacted Ann Bierbower and Robert Scott. Both of
them made trips back and forth between Fresno and
Coarsegold bringing down numerous plants and
pots, for which the club paid $100.
Thanks to these members for all the work
involved in caring for the plants, which will be
available at this sale and at upcoming events.

Photos by Ann Bierbower.
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AUGUST BRAG TABLE: Fred Gaumer displayed Gymnocalycium spegazzinni and Haworthia
retusa ‘Akers’ Clone’; Eddie Etheridge showed an Ariocarpus and a Cyphostemma; Susan Cook
brought a Bursera for show; Larry Carlberg displayed his rock garden, an ongoing project; Dennis
Anderson displayed a Turbinicarpus pseudomacrochele; Charlene Stebles brought a Haworthia ‘Enon’
that she found at Orchard Supply Hardware; Mark Muradian displayed Dioscorea elephantipes; Larry
Homan showed Astrophytum ornatum and Adenium arabicum. Thanks to them all.

Photos: Mary Ann Villegas

CLUB WORKSHOP: We looked at plants in genera that began with M and N—mammillarias and
neoporterias; Bill Gale and Jack Fleming brought a selection of monadeniums and Tom Meyer showed
some melocacti. Someone else brought a monsonia. Larry Homan brought a Cyphostemma juttae that
had black spots on the leaves. He says that some of his juttae plants get them but not all of them. He
doesn’t know why this happens, but he cuts off the affected leaves and the new growth does not show
these marks. Jack said he has a similar problem and thinks wasps are responsible. Vickie Veen brought
handouts of a UC Master Gardeners article on soil amendments. Check
http://sacmg.ucanr.edu/Soil_Amendments/ for your copy. Thanks for alerting us to this, Vickie.
(That’s an underscore between ‘soil’ and ‘amendments’.) Dan Gale showed some adeniums and some
of his fabulous ariocarpus plants. Eddie Etheridge played “Stump the plant geeks” with an odd plant
that turned out to be a sword-leaved Bird of Paradise (Streletzia juncea)—most unusual.
The September workshop will be Wednesday, September 21st, 6 p.m., at 3733 N. Sierra Vista, Fresno.
All members are welcome. Subjects will be genera in O and P and staging your plants.
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AGAVE TITANOTA
Agave titanota was described in 1982 by Howard
Gentry, who discovered a colony of the plants in
the Rancho Tambor area of northern Oaxaca,
Mexico. It’s a solitary (non-offsetting) species,
with rosettes reaching 1 ½ to 2 ft. tall and 2 to 3 ½
ft across. The leaves vary from light glaucous blue
to bluish white.
(The species name is from the Greek titan, meaning chalky.) Leaves are linear-ovate with the broadest
part in the middle; 12 to 20 inches long to 4 to 5 inches wide, tapering to a stout terminal spine. Each
leaf has continuous woody margins with small to large teeth. They create notable bud prints, as you
can see on the plant on the left.
In habitat (3200-4000 feet in elevation) the 10 to 12 ft. tall, unbranched flower stalk appears in
autumn. The upper half is covered in 2” long yellow flowers, tinged with a blush of purple. Agave
titanota grows naturally on cliffs and ledges of sharp, ridged limestone. It is supposedly hardy to
temperatures in the high 20s (zone 9b-11), but it is a good idea to keep it protected from hard frost.
In the 1980s, Felipe Otero collected seeds from similar plants that had dark green leaves, which turned
out to be a variant form of titanota. You see various forms of it sold under cultivar names: ‘Felipe Otero’,
‘FO 76’, ‘Sierra Mixteca’ or ‘Nova 76’. The first titanotas I ever saw were these green forms, so when
the bluish white form appeared in local garden shops a couple of years ago, I thought the labels must
be wrong. But then I did some research. Agave titanota is one of the more beautiful mid-sized agave.
Sue

(Photo: Moore, J. (2016) Aloes and agaves in cultivation.)

MYRTILLOCACTUS GEOMETRIZANS
This tree-like cactus is widespread throughout
central Mexico, from Tamaulipas south to Oaxaca.
Some common names are ‘Blue Flame’, ‘Billberry
Cactus’, garambullo, ‘Whortleberry Cactus’.
In maturity it can reach 13 feet tall with a spread
of 8 to 12 feet. In habitat some specimens reach
exceptional size, up to 30 feet tall and 9 feet wide.
In shape it forms a mass of branches held above
a trunk. In cultivation (photo opposite) it stays
smaller. Young plants display an attractive
bluish color. I’ve seen blooming plants in Tucson,
with small white flowers all up and down the
branches.
Supposedly hardy down to 25 degrees, it is wise to give it some protection from frost. It is known in
Mexico as garambullo, it produces a fruit sold in markets. The plump, spineless purple fruit has a sweet
flavor somewhere between blueberries and cranberries. You sometimes find crested plants for sale in
the garden shops. Sue
(Photos: Baldwin, D. (2007) Designing with succulents (left); Calhoun, S. (2012) The gardener’s guide to cactus (right))
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